
Minchah and 

Sacrifices and Offerings 

 

A moment of sacred obedience—an offering of grain upon the stone 

altar, lifted with reverence before the presence of YHWH. 

 

Written by Rex 

For the Awakening Remnant 

 

Walking the Ancient Path of Torah Obedience 

Calling out Deception – Calling out Truth 

 

When anyone presents a grain offering to YHWH, his offering shall 

be of fine flour, and he shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on 

it. Then he shall bring it to Aaron’s sons the priests, and he shall 

take from it a handful of the fine flour and of its oil with all its 

frankincense. And the priest shall burn it as a memorial portion on 

the altar, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to YHWH.   

(Lev. 2:1-2) 

 

 

As Roots Nourish the Tree ~ So Torah Nourishes the Soul 

 



Sacrifices and Offerings  Walking the Ancient Path 

1 

 

Sacrifices and Offerings 
 

Introduction 

In a world far removed from altars and incense, the ancient system of sacrifices may seem like a 

strange relic of the past. Yet behind every offering, every ascent of smoke, and every drop of blood 

lies a deeper story — one of nearness, repentance, gratitude, and covenant. The offerings were not 

empty rituals; they were sacred appointments between man and his Maker — moments where the 

invisible met the visible, where brokenness met mercy, and where the worshipper drew near to the 

consuming fire of YHWH with awe and trembling. To understand the sacrifices is to understand 

the heart of Torah — and the cost of communion. 

 

Hebrew Words Connected to Sacrifices and Offerings 

In Hebrew, the words "טָהוֹר" (tahor) and "טָמֵא" (tamei) are used to describe both ritual and moral 

states of purity and impurity. 

 

Tahor (טָהוֹר) 

• Meaning: Clean and pure 

• Usage: This term is used to describe something that is ritually clean and suitable for 

religious activities, as well as morally pure and righteous. 

 

Tamei (טָמֵא) 

• Meaning: Unclean and impure 

• Usage: This term is used to describe something that is ritually unclean and unsuitable for 

religious activities, as well as morally impure and defiled. 

 

So, in essence, "clean" and "pure" are represented by the same Hebrew word "טָהוֹר" (tahor), and 

"unclean" and "impure" are represented by the same Hebrew word "טָמֵא" (tamei). These terms 

encompass both ritual and moral dimensions, highlighting the comprehensive approach to purity 

in the Hebrew Scriptures.  

 

The Nuances and Essence of Clean and Unclean and Pure and Impure 

The concepts of "clean and unclean" and "pure and impure" in the Torah and the TaNaKh are 

closely related, but they have distinct nuances and applications. Here is a breakdown of their 

essence and differences: 
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A Way of Life 

The concepts of clean and unclean, as well as pure and impure, were integral to the daily lives and 

religious practices of the ancient Hebrews. These distinctions were deeply embedded in their 

culture, influencing their behavior, social interactions, and worship. 

 

• Community and Identity: The distinctions between clean and unclean, pure and impure, 

helped to define the community's identity and set them apart from other nations. These 

laws reinforced the Israelites' covenant relationship with God and their commitment to 

living according to His will. 

• Religious Observance: Observing these laws was a way of expressing devotion and 

obedience to God. It demonstrated a commitment to maintaining a pure and holy 

community, ready to engage in worship and receive God's blessings. 

• Daily Life: These laws affected daily activities, such as food preparation, personal hygiene, 

and social interactions. Maintaining ritual purity was essential for participating in 

communal worship and offering sacrifices at the Tabernacle or Temple. 

 

Clean and Unclean 

Essence: The terms "clean" (טָהוֹר, tahor) and "unclean" (טָמֵא, tamei) primarily refer to ritual purity 

and impurity. These states determine whether a person, animal, or object is fit for participation in 

religious activities and worship. 

Ritual Purity: The ancient Hebrews followed detailed laws regarding clean and unclean states, 

which determined their ability to participate in religious activities. These laws covered various 

aspects of life, including dietary restrictions, bodily discharges, contact with dead bodies, and skin 

diseases. For example, certain animals were considered clean and permissible to eat, while others 

were unclean and forbidden (Leviticus 11). Similarly, individuals who encountered a dead body 

were considered unclean and had to undergo purification rituals: 

 

He that toucheth the dead body of any man shall be unclean seven 

days.  He shall purify himself with it on the third day, and on the 

seventh day he shall be clean: but if he purify not himself the third 

day, then the seventh day he shall not be clean.  Whosoever 

toucheth the dead body of any man that is dead, and purifieth not 

himself, defileth the tabernacle of the LORD; and that soul shall be 

cut off from Israel: because the water of separation was not 

sprinkled upon him, he shall be unclean; his uncleanness is yet 

upon him.  This is the law, when a man dieth in a tent: all that 

come into the tent, and all that is in the tent, shall be unclean seven 

days.  And every open vessel, which hath no covering bound upon 

it, is unclean.  And whosoever toucheth one that is slain with a 

sword in the open fields, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a 

grave, shall be unclean seven days.  And for an unclean person 
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they shall take of the ashes of the burnt heifer of purification for 

sin, and running water shall be put thereto in a vessel:  And a 

clean person shall take hyssop, and dip it in the water, and sprinkle 

it upon the tent, and upon all the vessels, and upon the persons that 

were there, and upon him that touched a bone, or one slain, or one 

dead, or a grave:  And the clean person shall sprinkle upon the 

unclean on the third day, and on the seventh day: and on the 

seventh day he shall purify himself, and wash his clothes, and 

bathe himself in water, and shall be clean at even.  But the man 

that shall be unclean, and shall not purify himself, that soul shall 

be cut off from among the congregation, because he hath defiled 

the sanctuary of the LORD: the water of separation hath not been 

sprinkled upon him; he is unclean.  And it shall be a perpetual 

statute unto them, that he that sprinkleth the water of separation 

shall wash his clothes; and he that toucheth the water of 

separation shall be unclean until even.  And whatsoever the 

unclean person toucheth shall be unclean; and the soul that 

toucheth it shall be unclean until even.  (Num. 19:11-22). 

 

Pure and Impure 

Essence: The terms "pure" and "impure" are often used interchangeably with clean and unclean 

but can also refer to moral and ethical purity. Pure (טָהוֹר, tahor) implies a state of being free from 

moral or spiritual contamination, while impure (טָמֵא, tamei) suggests defilement or corruption. 

 

• Moral and Ethical Purity: Beyond ritual purity, the concepts of pure and impure also 

encompassed moral and ethical dimensions. The ancient Hebrews were called to live lives 

of righteousness and integrity, avoiding behaviors that would defile them spiritually. This 

included adhering to God's Commandments, practicing justice, and avoiding idolatry and 

immoral conduct.  While clean and unclean primarily focus on ritual status, pure and 

impure can extend to ethical and moral dimensions. This broader application emphasizes 

the importance of inner purity and righteousness in addition to external ritual cleanliness. 

• Holiness: The pursuit of purity was closely linked to the idea of holiness. The Israelites 

were commanded to be holy (set apart to God) because God is Holy (Lev. 11:44). This 

meant not only following ritual laws but also embodying ethical and moral purity in their 

actions and relationships. 

• Way of Life:  For the ancient Hebrews, the concepts of pure and impure were not merely 

religious doctrines but a fundamental way of life. These distinctions permeated every 

aspect of their daily existence, from dietary choices and personal hygiene to social 

interactions and worship practices. Maintaining purity was essential for participating in 

communal and religious activities, ensuring that individuals remained in a state of holiness 

before God. The laws of purity and impurity guided their behavior, fostering a sense of 

community identity and reinforcing their covenant relationship with the Divine. By 
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adhering to these principles, the ancient Hebrews demonstrated their commitment to living 

in accordance with God's will, striving for both ritual and moral purity in their lives. 

• Application: Pure and impure can describe the moral and spiritual condition of individuals, 

actions, and intentions. For example, a pure heart and clean hands are associated with 

righteousness and integrity (Ps. 24:4). Impurity, on the other hand, can result from sinful 

behavior or idolatry (Ezekiel 36:25). 

 

In summary, the concepts of clean and unclean, pure and impure, were foundational to the ancient 

Hebrews' way of life. They shaped their daily routines, social interactions, and religious practices, 

emphasizing the importance of both ritual and moral purity in their relationship with God.  

Understanding these nuances helps to appreciate the comprehensive approach to purity in the 

Torah and the TaNaKh, encompassing both ritual practices and moral integrity. 

 

Scripture References 

Here are some scriptures from the Torah and the TaNaKh that address the concepts of clean and 

unclean: 

 

Torah 

In the Torah and the TaNaKh, the concepts of "clean and unclean" and "pure and impure" are often 

used interchangeably, referring to states of ritual purity and impurity. These following scriptures 

highlight the importance of maintaining ritual purity and the various laws and rituals associated 

with clean and unclean states in the Torah and the TaNaKh.  Here are some scriptures that address 

these concepts: 

 

Lev. 11:1-47: This chapter provides detailed laws about clean and unclean animals, including 

which animals are permissible to eat and which are not. 

 

Whatsoever parteth the hoof, and is clovenfooted, and cheweth the 

cud, among the beasts, that shall ye eat.  Nevertheless, these shall 

ye not eat of them that chew the cud, or of them that divide the 

hoof: as the camel, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not 

the hoof; he is unclean unto you.  And the coney, because he 

cheweth the cud, but divideth not the hoof; he is unclean unto you.  

And the hare, because he cheweth the cud, but divideth not the 

hoof; he is unclean unto you. (Lev. 11:3-6) 

 

Lev. 12:1-8: This passage outlines the purification process for women after childbirth. 
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When a woman has a discharge, and the discharge in her body is 

blood, she shall be in her menstrual impurity for seven days, and 

whoever touches her shall be unclean until the evening.   

(Lev. 12:2) 

 

Lev. 13:1-59: This chapter describes the laws concerning leprosy and other skin diseases, including 

how to determine if someone is clean or unclean. 

 

The priest shall examine the disease on the seventh day. If the 

disease has not spread in the skin, then the priest shall pronounce 

him clean; it is only an eruption. And he shall wash his clothes and 

be clean. (Lev. 13:6) 

 

This verse addresses the prohibition against sexual relations during a woman's menstrual period. 

 

You shall not approach a woman to uncover her nakedness while 

she is in her menstrual uncleanness. (Lev. 18:19) 

 

Num. 19:11-22: This passage outlines the purification process for those who have encountered a 

dead body. 

 

Whoever touches the dead body of any person shall be unclean 

seven days.  (Num. 19:11) 

 

Deut. 14:3-21: This chapter reiterates the dietary laws concerning clean and unclean animals. 

 

You shall not eat any abomination. These are the animals you may 

eat: the ox, the sheep, the goat...  (Deut. 14:3-4) 

 

Deut. 23:10-14: This passage provides instructions for maintaining cleanliness in the camp, 

especially during military campaigns. 

 

If there is among you any man who is not clean because of a 

nocturnal emission, then he shall go outside the camp. He shall not 

come inside the camp.  (Deut. 23:10) 

 

Lev. 14:1-32:  This passage details the purification rituals for those who have been healed of 

leprosy. 
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And the priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD for 

his discharge.  (Lev. 14:15) 

 

Lev. 15:1-33:  This chapter covers laws regarding bodily discharges and their impact on ritual 

purity. 

 

When a man has a discharge from his body, his discharge is 

unclean.  (Lev. 15:2) 

 

These following scriptures highlight the importance of maintaining ritual purity and the various 

laws and rituals associated with clean and unclean states in the Torah and the TaNaKh. These 

scriptures highlight the importance of maintaining ritual purity and the various laws and rituals 

associated with clean and unclean states in the Torah and the TaNaKh. If you need further details 

or have any other questions, feel free to ask! 

 

Distinction of Sacrifices and Offerings 

In the Torah, sacrifices and offerings are distinct yet related practices, each serving specific 

purposes in the religious life of the Israelites. Here's a breakdown of the differences: 

 

Sacrifices 

Definition: Sacrifices involve the ritual slaughter of animals as an act of worship, atonement, or 

thanksgiving to God. The Hebrew word for sacrifice is "קָרְבָן" (korban), which means "something 

brought near" or "offering." 

 

Types of Sacrifices: 

 

• Burnt Offering (Olah): The entire animal is burned on the altar, symbolizing complete 

dedication to God (Leviticus 1). 

• Sin Offering (Chatat): Offered to atone for unintentional sins and cleanse the worshiper 

from impurity (Leviticus 4). 

• Guilt Offering (Asham): Made for specific sins, especially those requiring restitution 

(Lev. 5:14-19). 

 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, If a soul commit a 

trespass, and sin through ignorance, in the holy things of the 

LORD; then he shall bring for his trespass unto the LORD a ram 

without blemish out of the flocks, with thy estimation by shekels of 

silver, after the shekel of the sanctuary, for a trespass offering:  

And he shall make amends for the harm that he hath done in the 
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holy thing, and shall add the fifth part thereto, and give it unto the 

priest: and the priest shall make an atonement for him with the 

ram of the trespass offering, and it shall be forgiven him.  And if a 

soul sin, and commit any of these things which are forbidden to be 

done by the commandments of the LORD; though he wist it not, yet 

is he guilty, and shall bear his iniquity.  And he shall bring a ram 

without blemish out of the flock, with thy estimation, for a trespass 

offering, unto the priest: and the priest shall make an atonement 

for him concerning his ignorance wherein he erred and wist it not, 

and it shall be forgiven him.  It is a trespass offering: he hath 

certainly trespassed against the LORD.  (Lev. 5:14-19, KJV) 

 

Offerings 

Definition: Offerings encompass a broader range of gifts presented to God, including both animal 

sacrifices and non-animal gifts such as grain, wine, and incense. The Hebrew word for offering is 

 ".which means "gift" or "tribute ,(minchah) "מִנְחָה"

 

Types of Offerings: 

• Peace Offering (Zevach Shlamim): A communal meal shared between the worshiper, the 

priests, and God, symbolizing fellowship and thanksgiving (Leviticus 3). 

• Grain Offering (Minchah): Consists of fine flour, oil, and frankincense, offered as a sign 

of devotion and thanksgiving (Leviticus 2). 

• Drink Offering (Nesekh): Wine poured out as an offering to God, often accompanying 

other sacrifices (Num. 15:5-10). 

 

And the fourth part of a hin of wine for a drink offering shalt thou 

prepare with the burnt offering or sacrifice, for one lamb.  Or for a 

ram, thou shalt prepare for a meat offering two tenth deals of flour 

mingled with the third part of an hin of oil.  And for a drink 

offering thou shalt offer the third part of an hin of wine, for a sweet 

savour unto the LORD.  And when thou preparest a bullock for a 

burnt offering, or for a sacrifice in performing a vow, or peace 

offerings unto the LORD:  Then shall he bring with a bullock a 

meat offering of three tenth deals of flour mingled with half an hin 

of oil.  And thou shalt bring for a drink offering half an hin of 

wine, for an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the 

LORD.  (Num. 15:5-10, KJV) 

 

• Incense Offering (Ketoret): A mixture of aromatic spices burned on the altar of incense, 

symbolizing the prayers of the people rising to God (Ex. 30:34-38). 
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And the LORD said unto Moses, Take unto thee sweet spices, 

stacte, and onycha, and galbanum; these sweet spices with pure 

frankincense: of each shall there be a like weight:  And thou shalt 

make it a perfume, a confection after the art of the apothecary, 

tempered together, pure and holy:  And thou shalt beat some of it 

very small, and put of it before the testimony in the tabernacle of 

the congregation, where I will meet with thee: it shall be unto you 

most holy.  And as for the perfume which thou shalt make, ye shall 

not make to yourselves according to the composition thereof: it 

shall be unto thee holy for the LORD.  Whosoever shall make like 

unto that, to smell thereto, shall even be cut off from his people. 

(Ex. 30:34-38) 

 

Key Differences 

• Purpose: Sacrifices are primarily for atonement, worship, and thanksgiving, while 

offerings can include a wider range of gifts and acts of devotion. 

• Content: Sacrifices typically involve the slaughter of animals, whereas offerings can 

include both animal and non-animal gifts. 

• Rituals: Sacrifices often involve specific rituals and procedures, such as the sprinkling of 

blood, while offerings may have simpler or different ceremonial practices. 

 

In summary, while all sacrifices are offerings, not all offerings are sacrifices. Both practices are 

integral to the religious life of the Israelites, serving to express devotion, seek atonement, and 

maintain a relationship with God. 

 

When sacrifices for sins were made were they for every sin or only for 

unintentional sins? 

 

In the Torah, sacrifices were primarily prescribed for unintentional sins, but there were also 

provisions for certain intentional sins. Here's a breakdown: 

 

Unintentional Sins 

Sin Offering (Chatat): This was specifically for unintentional sins, where the person was unaware 

of their wrongdoing at the time but later realized it. 

 

If anyone sins unintentionally in any of the LORD's 

commandments about things not to be done, and does any one of 

them, then he shall offer for his sin that he has committed a bull 

from the herd without blemish to the LORD for a sin offering.  

(Lev. 4:2-3) 
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Intentional Sins 

Guilt Offering (Asham): This offering was made for certain intentional sins, especially those 

involving deceit or wrongdoing that required restitution. 

 

If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the LORD by 

deceiving his neighbor in a matter of deposit or security, or 

through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighbor... he shall 

bring to the priest as his compensation to the LORD a ram without 

blemish out of the flock, or its equivalent, for a guilt offering.  

(Lev. 6:2-6) 

 

General Atonement 

Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur): This annual event provided atonement for the collective sins 

of the people, both known and unknown, intentional and unintentional. 

 

For on this day shall atonement be made for you to cleanse you. 

You shall be clean before the LORD from all your sins.   

(Lev. 16:30) 

 

While unintentional sins were the primary focus of many sacrificial rituals, the Torah also provided 

means for atoning for certain intentional sins, emphasizing the importance of repentance and 

restitution. 

 

** Note ** Most Christians believe that all sacrifices of animals were all about the shedding of 

blood of animals for forgiveness and atonement for sin.  In fact, Christians often use Lev. 17:11 

and Heb. 9:22, to “prove” that all sin needed a blood sacrifice.  It is taught in Christianity and the 

New Testament that the blood of animals did not really suffice for sins committed.  Therefore, it 

took the blood of a clean and spotless man to make a final sacrifice for the sins of mankind.  Using 

these two scriptures how can this be justified, and how that belief may not be accurate? 

 

It is a common misconception that all animal sacrifices in the Torah were solely for the purpose of 

shedding blood for forgiveness and atonement for sin. While blood sacrifices were indeed a 

significant aspect of atonement, the sacrificial system in the Torah was more nuanced and included 

various types of offerings for different purposes. 

 

Let us examine the two scriptures and how they are used to justify the belief in the necessity of 

blood sacrifice for atonement, as well as how this belief may not be entirely accurate. 
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Justification for Using Leviticus 17:11 and Hebrews 9:22 

 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you 

on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood 

that makes atonement by the life.  (Lev. 17:11) 

 

Indeed, under the law almost everything is purified with blood, and 

without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins.   

(Heb. 9:22) 

 

These verses are often cited to support the idea that blood sacrifice is essential for the forgiveness 

of sins. Leviticus 17:11 emphasizes the significance of blood in the atonement process, indicating 

that life is in the blood and it is given on the altar to make atonement. Hebrews 9:22 reinforces this 

by stating that almost everything is purified with blood and without the shedding of blood, there 

is no forgiveness. 

 

Why This Belief May Not Be Entirely Accurate 

While these scriptures highlight the importance of blood in the atonement process, they do not 

encompass the full scope of atonement practices in the Hebrew Scriptures. Several points 

challenge the notion that all sin required a blood sacrifice: 

 

• Non-Blood Offerings: The Torah includes various offerings that do not involve the 

shedding of blood, such as grain offerings (Leviticus 2) and incense offerings (Exodus 

30:34-38). These offerings were also part of the atonement and worship practices, 

indicating that blood was not the sole means of atonement. 

• Repentance and Prayer: The Hebrew Scriptures emphasize the importance of 

repentance, prayer, and righteous behavior in achieving atonement. For example, in the 

story of Jonah, the people of Nineveh repented and turned from their evil ways, and God 

forgave them without any mention of blood sacrifice (Jonah 3:10). 

• Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur): While the Day of Atonement involved blood 

sacrifices, it also included other rituals such as the scapegoat ceremony, where the sins of 

the people were symbolically placed on a goat and sent into the wilderness (Leviticus 

16:21-22). This highlights that atonement was a multifaceted process. 

• Prophetic Teachings: The prophets often emphasized that God desires mercy, justice, 

and righteousness over ritual sacrifices. For example, Hosea 6:6 states, "For I desire 

steadfast love and not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings." 

 

In summary, while Leviticus 17:11 and Hebrews 9:22 underscore the significance of blood in the 

atonement process, the broader context of the Hebrew Scriptures reveals that atonement was not 
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limited to blood sacrifices. Repentance, prayer, righteous behavior, and other forms of offerings 

also played crucial roles in achieving forgiveness and reconciliation with God. This more 

comprehensive understanding challenges the belief that all sin required a blood sacrifice. 

 

And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto Aaron, and 

unto his sons, and unto all the children of Israel, and say unto 

them; This is the thing which the LORD hath commanded, saying, 

What man soever there be of the house of Israel, that killeth an ox, 

or lamb, or goat, in the camp, or that killeth it out of the camp,  

And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation, to offer an offering unto the LORD before the 

tabernacle of the LORD; blood shall be imputed unto that man; he 

hath shed blood; and that man shall be cut off from among his 

people:  To the end that the children of Israel may bring their 

sacrifices, which they offer in the open field, even that they may 

bring them unto the LORD, unto the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation, unto the priest, and offer them for peace offerings 

unto the LORD.  And the priest shall sprinkle the blood upon the 

altar of the LORD at the door of the tabernacle of the 

congregation, and burn the fat for a sweet savour unto the LORD.  

And they shall no more offer their sacrifices unto devils, after 

whom they have gone a whoring. This shall be a statute for ever 

unto them throughout their generations.  And thou shalt say unto 

them, Whatsoever man there be of the house of Israel, or of the 

strangers which sojourn among you, that offereth a burnt offering 

or sacrifice,  And bringeth it not unto the door of the tabernacle of 

the congregation, to offer it unto the LORD; even that man shall be 

cut off from among his people.  And whatsoever man there be of 

the house of Israel, or of the strangers that sojourn among you, 

that eateth any manner of blood; I will even set my face against 

that soul that eateth blood, and will cut him off from among his 

people.  (Lev. 17:1-10) 

 

Lev. 17:1-10 focuses on the regulations regarding the proper place and manner for offering 

sacrifices. Here is a summary: 

 

Summary of Leviticus 17:1-10 

This passage emphasizes that all sacrifices must be brought to the entrance of the Tent of Meeting 

(Tabernacle) and offered by the priests. It prohibits the Israelites from sacrificing animals in the 

open fields or any other unauthorized locations. The purpose of this regulation is to centralize 

worship and prevent the people from engaging in idolatrous practices. Additionally, it underscores 

the importance of offering sacrifices in a manner that is acceptable to God, ensuring that the blood 

of the sacrifices is properly handled and not consumed, as the life of the flesh is in the blood. 
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This passage highlights the significance of maintaining proper worship practices and the sanctity 

of the sacrificial system in the Israelite community. 

 

In summary, while blood sacrifices were a crucial part of the atonement process, the sacrificial 

system in the Torah included various offerings for different purposes, including devotion, 

thanksgiving, and fellowship. Atonement for unintentional sins required specific sacrifices, while 

certain intentional sins also had provisions for atonement through guilt offerings and restitution. 

 

Given the context provided in Leviticus 17:1-10, it becomes clear that Leviticus 17:11 is not solely 

about the necessity of shedding blood for the remission of sins. Instead, it emphasizes the 

importance of proper sacrificial practices and the centralization of worship. Therefore, Leviticus 

17:11 should be understood within this broader framework, rather than as a blanket statement 

requiring blood sacrifice for all sin atonement. 

 

Leviticus 17:1-10 focuses on the proper place and manner for offering sacrifices, emphasizing the 

centralization of worship and the prohibition against unauthorized sacrifices. This context sets the 

stage for verse 11, which highlights the significance of blood in the atonement process. 

 

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it for you 

on the altar to make atonement for your souls, for it is the blood 

that makes atonement by the life.  (Lev. 17:11) 

 

While verse 11 underscores the importance of blood in making atonement, it is within the broader 

context of ensuring that sacrifices are offered correctly and not in a manner that could lead to 

idolatrous practices. The emphasis is on the life-giving aspect of blood and its role in the sacrificial 

system, rather than a blanket statement that all sin requires a blood sacrifice for remission. 

 

Therefore, while Leviticus 17:11 highlights the role of blood in atonement, it does not necessarily 

imply that every sin requires a blood sacrifice. The broader context of the Torah includes various 

means of atonement, such as repentance, prayer, and non-blood offerings, indicating a more 

nuanced approach to forgiveness and reconciliation with God. 

 

Using Hebrews 9:22, how might Christians be mistaken in their beliefs? 

Using Hebrews 9:22, some Christians might be mistaken in their beliefs by interpreting it as a 

blanket statement that all sin requires a blood sacrifice for forgiveness. While Hebrews 9:22 

emphasizes the importance of blood in the purification process, it is essential to consider the 

broader context of the Hebrew Scriptures and the diverse means of atonement they describe. The 

Torah includes various forms of offerings, such as grain offerings and incense offerings, which do 

not involve the shedding of blood. Additionally, repentance, prayer, and righteous behavior are 
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also emphasized as crucial components of atonement. Therefore, the belief that all sin necessitates 

a blood sacrifice may overlook the multifaceted nature of atonement practices in the Hebrew 

Scriptures. 

 

Questions to Ponder 

 

What was the purpose of the sacrificial system in ancient Israel? 

 

Answer: 

The sacrificial system was not merely about bloodshed or ritual; it was YHWH’s appointed means 

for His people to draw near, express gratitude, seek atonement, and restore relationship. Each type 

of offering met a specific spiritual need — from thanksgiving to purification to reparation. It was 

a system of worship, humility, and Covenant maintenance. 

 

Does Torah portray offerings as burdensome or as a path to relationship? 

 

Answer: 

Torah presents offerings not as a heavy burden but as a holy privilege — a way to approach the 

Most High. The Hebrew word for offering, korban (קָרְבָן), literally means “to draw near.” These 

acts were about restoring nearness, not appeasing wrath. 

 

Were all sacrifices related to sin? 

 

Answer: 

No. Many offerings were unrelated to sin. The olah (burnt offering) expressed devotion; the 

minchah (grain offering) showed gratitude; the zevach shelamim (peace offering) celebrated 

fellowship. Only specific offerings, like the chatat (sin offering) and asham (guilt offering), were 

given in response to transgression. 

 

What does this system reveal about the seriousness of sin and the value of life? 

 

Answer: 

The cost of sin was not taken lightly. Life — symbolized in the blood — was required. The entire 

system underscored that sin affects the whole community and that restoration came at a price. It 

also revealed the mercy of YHWH in allowing substitutionary acts rather than total judgment. 

 

Can the principles behind sacrifices still apply today, even without a Temple? 

 

Answer: 
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Absolutely. Though we do not offer animals today, the heart behind the offerings remains. Psalm 

51 says, “The sacrifices of ‘Elohiym are a broken spirit.” Gratitude, repentance, surrender, and 

worship — these are offerings we still bring, now with our hearts, our words, and our obedience. 

 

 

 

As Blood is to the Body – So Torah is to the Soul 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


