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How Greek Thought Shaped  

Our Understanding of Scripture 

(Contrasting Hebrew and Greek/Western Thought) 

 

Introduction: Why This Comparison Matters 

The way we perceive the world, our fundamental worldview, acts as a powerful lens, shaping our 

understanding of everything we encounter. This is especially true when it comes to interpreting 

Scripture. Just as a change in the prescription of our eyeglasses alters what we see, the way we 

think profoundly influences how we understand and engage with the Word of God. 

 

Hebrew thought, deeply rooted in concrete imagery, action, and a holistic perspective, provides 

the foundational framework for the Bible's teachings, particularly the Old Testament. It is a way 

of understanding the world that emphasizes relationship, story, and the tangible presence of God. 

In contrast, Greek and Western thought, often characterized by abstract reasoning, individualism, 

a focus on logic, and a desire for systematic consistency, frequently approaches truth from a vastly 

different perspective. 

 

These differing perspectives can create significant misunderstandings, especially when 

interpreting the Hebrew Scriptures through a Western lens. It is like trying to listen to a symphony 

with only one earbud in—you might catch the melody, but you'll miss the richness, depth, and 

complexity of the full composition. We might impose our own cultural assumptions and miss the 

original intent of the biblical authors. By carefully exploring the contrasts between Hebrew and 

Greek/Western thought, we can uncover deeper, more authentic insights into The Word of God and 

how it was originally intended to guide us. This chapter will serve as a guide, helping you navigate 

these different thought patterns, appreciate their nuances, and ultimately enrich your understanding 

and application of the Bible. 

 

Purpose 

 

The primary purpose of this article is to bridge the gap between the ancient Hebrew mindset and 

the abstract frameworks of Greek and Western traditions that have so often colored our 

interpretations of Scripture. It will demonstrate how understanding these contrasting cultural 

thought patterns can revolutionize our approach to biblical interpretation, bringing the text to life 

in new and powerful ways. By learning to appreciate the Hebrew mindset, readers will gain 

invaluable tools to approach biblical truths with greater clarity, richer context, and a renewed sense 

of their practical application. This, in turn, will allow them to live out the teachings of Scripture 

more fully, authentically, and effectively. 
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Key Question 

At the heart of this exploration lies a crucial question, one that will resonate throughout the entire 

book: How does the way we think—whether concretely or abstractly—affect our understanding of 

God, our faith, and the practical application of Scripture in our daily lives? This chapter will delve 

deeply into this question, seeking to provide answers that will not only inform your mind but also 

transform your approach to the Bible and your relationship with God. 

 

Overview Of Hebrew Concrete Thinking 

 

Hebrew thought is often described as "concrete" because it favors tangible, relational, and dynamic 

ways of understanding and interacting with the world. It is a way of thinking that engages the 

whole person—mind, heart, and body. This section will explore three key and interconnected 

aspects of Hebrew concrete thinking: block logic, concrete imagery, and action-oriented thought. 

 

Block Logic: Embracing Paradox and Complexity 

One of the most distinctive and challenging features of Hebrew thought, particularly for those 

trained in Western logic, is its acceptance of what might seem like contradictory truths. This is 

often referred to as "block logic," a concept that stands in stark contrast to the linear, either/or logic 

so often favored in Greek and Western thought. 

 

Definition: 

Block logic can be defined as a way of thinking that embraces seemingly contradictory truths as 

part of a cohesive whole, without feeling the need to force a resolution or eliminate the tension 

between them. It's a way of holding multiple perspectives simultaneously, recognizing that reality 

is often complex and nuanced. Imagine looking at a multifaceted jewel; you see different colors 

and reflections depending on the angle, yet it's still the same jewel. That's similar to how block 

logic functions. 

 

A powerful and illustrative example of block logic in action can be found in the Book of Psalms, 

where the psalmist grapples with the nature of God's presence.  A strong example of block logic 

from the Book of Psalms is found in Psalm 139:7-12, where seemingly contradictory ideas about 

God's presence coexist harmoniously without needing resolution: 

 

Where can I go from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your 

presence? If I ascend into heaven, You are there; if I make my bed 

in Sheol, behold, You are there. If I take the wings of the morning 

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there Your hand 

shall lead me, and Your right hand shall hold me. If I say, 'Surely 

the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,' Even 
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the darkness is not dark to You; the night is bright as the day, for 

darkness is as light with You. (Ps. 139:7-12) 

 

How It Demonstrates Block Logic: 

In this beautiful and deeply personal passage, the psalmist portrays God as simultaneously near 

and transcendent. God is everywhere, present in the highest heavens and the deepest depths of the 

earth, yet His presence is also deeply personal, intimate, and accessible. The psalmist doesn't 

attempt to reconcile this apparent contradiction, as Western logic might demand. Instead, he 

embraces both truths, holding them together in a dynamic tension. God's ability to turn darkness 

into light further reflects a paradox in human understanding: light and dark are opposites, but to 

God, they are indistinguishable. The passage doesn't try to resolve these tensions logically; it 

presents them as equally true and valid aspects of God's multifaceted nature. 

 

Another compelling example of block logic is found in the book of Exodus, within God's self-

revelation to Moses. Here, God declares His attributes, some of which seem to stand in tension 

with one another, yet they are all part of His unified character. 

 

Another example is the following passage in Exodus reveals God declaring His attributes, some 

of which seem to stand in tension with one another: 

 

And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, 

The LORD God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 

abundant in goodness and truth, Keeping mercy for thousands, 

forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no 

means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the 

children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the 

fourth generation.  (Ex. 34:6-7) 

 

And YHWH passed by over his face and called out YHWH, YHWH, 

a compassionate and gracious 'El, long of Nose1, and abundant in 

lovingkindness and stability. And guarding lovingkindness for 

thousands; lifting up perversion, rebellion and missing the mark, 

and will not acquit the guilty, visiting the perversion of the fathers 

and sons, and the son's sons upon the third and upon the fourth 

(generations). (My translation) 

 

How It Demonstrates Block Logic: 

Here, in these powerful verses, God is described as merciful, compassionate, gracious, and 

forgiving, abounding in steadfast love. Yet, He is also just, righteous, and refuses to clear the guilty, 

 
1 Long of nose is an ancient Israelite idiom that means patient, slow to anger. 
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holding people accountable for their actions. From a Greek or Western perspective, these attributes 

might appear contradictory—how can someone be fully forgiving while also holding others 

accountable for guilt? How can a just God show mercy? Hebrew thought embraces this tension, 

understanding both aspects as essential and inseparable components of God's character. The 

scriptures above present God as both merciful and just, maintaining the tension between these 

qualities without diminishing or negating either. 

 

These examples, drawn from both the Psalms and the Torah, showcase how block logic allows for 

a richer and fuller understanding of God without forcing a resolution of apparent contradictions or 

diminishing one attribute for the sake of the other. It reflects the Hebrew mindset of accepting 

complexity and paradox not as a problem to be solved, but as a natural and beautiful reflection of 

divine truth, which often transcends human logic.  The New Testament, while written in Greek, 

also reflects this concept of block logic, demonstrating its continuity within the broader biblical 

narrative: 

 

Faith and Works: 

James, in his letter, emphasizes that faith without works is dead, powerfully combining belief and 

action into a unified concept that cannot be separated. 

 

What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, 

and have not works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be 

naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto them, 

depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give 

them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it 

profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, 

a man may say, thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy 

faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 

(James 2:14-18, KJV) 

 

This passage emphasizes the crucial importance of demonstrating one's faith through tangible 

actions. It strongly suggests that faith without corresponding deeds is incomplete, ineffective, and 

ultimately, not genuine. 

 

Practical Application: Embracing The Complexity of God and Life 

Understanding and embracing block logic encourages us to trust in God's complexity, even when 

our limited human minds struggle to fully grasp the fullness of His nature and His ways. It allows 

us to hold seemingly opposing truths in a dynamic tension, recognizing that both can be true 

simultaneously, even if we cannot fully comprehend how. This perspective fosters a sense of awe, 

wonder, and humility, inviting us to embrace the mystery of God rather than trying to confine Him 
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to neat, logical, and easily digestible boxes. It also helps us to navigate the complexities of life 

itself, recognizing that paradox and tension are often part of the human experience. 

 

Concrete Imagery: Painting Vivid Pictures with Words 

Another hallmark of Hebrew thought, closely related to its concrete nature, is its rich and frequent 

use of concrete imagery. This is a powerful tool used throughout the Bible to convey abstract 

concepts in tangible and relatable ways. 

 

Definition: 

Concrete imagery is the use of vivid, specific, and tangible language that appeals to the five 

senses—sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell—to convey abstract ideas, emotions, or spiritual 

realities in a way that is relatable and grounded in physical experiences. It's about using words to 

paint pictures in the mind of the reader or listener. This technique transforms intangible concepts 

into clear and relatable mental images, making the meaning more accessible, memorable, and 

impactful. 

 

Rather than relying on abstract concepts or philosophical jargon, Hebrew writers and speakers 

often used vivid, sensory-rich language to convey meaning, evoke emotion, and engage the 

imagination. This approach makes theological truths more tangible, more memorable, and helps 

readers or listeners connect with the message on a deeper, more personal, and emotional level. 

 

Examples of Concrete Imagery in Scripture 

One of the most beloved and well-known examples of concrete imagery is found in Psalm 23:1-2, 

where the abstract concept of God's loving care and provision is expressed through the familiar 

and comforting image of a shepherd: 

 

YHWH shepherds me; I shall not lack. He makes me lie down in 

green pastures. He leads me beside still waters. (Ps. 23:1-2) 

 

Rather than describing God's care in abstract terms like "benevolent," "omniscient," or 

"providing," the psalmist uses the familiar and deeply evocative image of a shepherd guiding his 

sheep to lush, green pastures and peaceful, still waters. This imagery evokes a profound sense of 

safety, security, provision, peace, and gentle guidance. It's something that anyone who has seen a 

shepherd with his flock can instantly grasp and relate to. The third verse in chapter 23 of Psalms 

gives us an up-close and personal example of concrete thinking is all about. 
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He shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings 

forth its fruit in its season; its leaf also shall not wither; and 

whatever he does shall prosper. (Ps. 23:3) 

 

This verse highlights the stability, strength, vitality, and prosperity of a righteous person who 

delights in and meditates on The Law of God. The image of a tree, firmly planted by a source of 

water, bearing fruit in its season, is a powerful and relatable picture of a life that is flourishing and 

grounded. This approach makes theological truths more tangible and helps readers or listeners 

emotionally connect with the message. Psalm 23 portrays God's care in concrete terms, God as a 

Shepherd.  Here are some additional examples of concrete imagery found throughout Scripture: 

 

More Scriptural Examples 

 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 

own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall 

direct thy paths. (Pro. 3:5-6) 

 

Run for refuge to YHWH with all your heart; and to your 

discernment do not lean. In all your ways ascertain Him, and He 

shall straighten your well-trodden paths. (My translation) 

 

Among all this people there were seven hundred chosen men 

lefthanded; every one could sling stones at a hair's breadth, and 

not miss (chata'). (Judges 20:16, KJV) 

 

Practical Application: Theology That Is Accessible, Relatable, And Lived 

 

The rich and frequent use of concrete imagery in Hebrew thought makes theology accessible, 

relatable, and deeply practical. It moves theological concepts out of the realm of abstract ideas and 

philosophical debates and into the realm of everyday human experience. When God is depicted as 

a shepherd, a rock, a fortress, or a mother hen, His attributes and actions become something we 

can easily visualize, understand, and connect with on a personal level. Imagery helps us to 

emotionally connect with biblical truths, making them not just something we know intellectually, 

but something we experience, feel, and live out in our daily lives. It transforms theology from a 

subject to be studied into a reality to be embraced and lived. 

 

Action-Oriented: Faith Demonstrated Through Action 

A third key characteristic of Hebrew thought, closely intertwined with its emphasis on the concrete, 

is its action-oriented nature. The Hebrew mindset is not content with mere intellectual assent or 
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theoretical understanding. It demands tangible expressions of faith, emphasizing that what we do 

is just as important, if not more so, than what we believe. 

 

Definition 

In Hebrew thought, being "action-oriented" means placing a strong and consistent emphasis on 

actions, deeds, and behavior rather than solely on abstract ideas, passive intentions, or theoretical 

concepts, as is often the case in Greek or Western thought. This perspective places a high value on 

practical application, tangible expressions of faith, and living out one's beliefs through concrete 

actions and obedience to God's Commandments. It is more tangible in its approach and focuses on 

what people do and how they behave in their daily lives, rather than merely on what they profess 

to believe or think in their minds. 

 

For example, the Torah's Commandments (mitzvot) provide practical, detailed, and actionable 

guidelines for daily living, covering a wide range of areas such as ethical behavior, dietary laws, 

ritual observances, and social interactions. This action-oriented approach underscores the 

importance of demonstrating one's faith through tangible actions, fulfilling one's responsibilities 

within the community, and actively participating in one's relationship with God.   

 

In Hebrew thought, being action-oriented is deeply tied to the core concepts of "Avodah" (עֲבוֹדָה), 

which encompasses work, service, and worship, and "Halakhah" (הֲלָכָה), which means "the way," 

"the path," or "the manner of walking." These concepts emphasize that faith and belief are not 

passive or merely intellectual, but are demonstrated, expressed, and validated through concrete 

actions, dedicated service, and a consistent way of life. They highlight that true faith is not just 

about what you know, but about how you live. 

 

Key Ideas of Action-Oriented Thinking in Hebrew Thought 

 

Faith as Action ('Emunah -- אֱמוּנָה) 

Faith, in the Hebrew understanding (Emunah), is not merely intellectual assent, a mental 

agreement, or a passive belief. It is something much more active, dynamic, and engaged. It is 

demonstrated through trust, confidence, obedience, and a committed response to The Word of God 

and God's Commandments. It involves a wholehearted reliance on God and a willingness to act on 

that reliance. For example, Abraham's faith was not just a feeling or a thought; it was evidenced 

by his willingness to act, even when faced with difficult and challenging circumstances, such as 

leaving his homeland and being prepared to offer Isaac, his son. 
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Obedience to the Torah (Mitzvot -- מִצְוֺת) 

The Torah, the foundational law of God, presents a comprehensive Code of Conduct, a way of life, 

and a Standard of Living that requires practical, everyday actions, covering all aspects of life. 

These actions include upholding justice, practicing charity, maintaining ethical integrity in all 

dealings, observing dietary laws, participating in worship, and engaging in community life. It's 

important to understand that the Torah is not merely a set of rules or a religion; it is a guide for 

living in a way that reflects God's character and will. This emphasis on action reflects a worldview 

where actions, not just beliefs, reveal one's alignment with God's will and one's relationship with 

God and others. 

 

Covenantal Responsibility 

The Hebrew worldview is fundamentally Covenantal, meaning that individuals and the nation of 

Israel are bound to God and to their community through a set of mutual obligations, 

responsibilities, and promises. These obligations are not abstract ideas but are fulfilled through 

concrete actions that demonstrate loyalty, love, and reverence for God and for others within the 

community. It's about living out the terms of the Covenant in tangible ways, showing commitment 

through deeds. 

 

Dynamic and Holistic Living: 

Being action-oriented in Hebrew thought involves integrating spiritual principles into all aspects 

of life, creating a seamless connection between faith and everyday living. This includes one's work, 

relationships, worship, community involvement, and personal pursuits. It reflects the holistic 

nature of biblical teachings, where there is no separation between the sacred and the secular, but 

all of life is lived under the authority and guidance of God. It's about living a life of integrated 

faithfulness, where every action has the potential to honor God.  The Hebrew mindset, therefore, 

is not content with just mere intellectual assent or theoretical understanding. It demands tangible 

expressions of faith, emphasizing that what we do is just as important as we say. 

 

Scriptural Basis 

 

And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God ask of you? To fear 

the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to Him, to love Him, to 

serve the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul, 

and to observe the Lord's Commands.... (Deut. 10:12-13) 

 

What is the "fear of the LORD?" Does it mean to fear Him as being afraid of Him? This next verse 

should clear this up. 
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The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the 

evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate. (Pro. 8:13, KJV) 

 

This verse reveals that the "fear of the LORD" is not merely a feeling or reverence but a call to 

tangible, action-oriented living. To truly fear the LORD means to actively reject and oppose evil 

in all its forms—whether pride, arrogance, sinful behavior, or corrupt speech. It requires not only 

avoiding these things personally but also standing against them in the world around us. This 

proactive stance aligns with Hebrew thought, where faith is demonstrated through deliberate 

actions that reflect God's character and values. 

James in the Christian Bible: 

 

Faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. (James 2:17) 

This highlights the continuity of Hebrew thought as reflected in the New Testament, naturally 

raising the question of Paul's perspective on faith and grace. 

Cultural Application 

In Hebrew thought, to be action-oriented means living a life where one's deeds and behavior reflect 

their beliefs. It's about aligning kavanah (intention) with ma'aseh (action) to fulfill divine purposes. 

This approach values tikun olam (repairing the world) as an active responsibility for individuals 

within creation. 

 

More Scriptural Examples 

The Shema 

 

Hear O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is One. And thou 

shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy 

soul, and with all thy might. And these words, which I command 

thee this day, shall be in thine heart: And thou shalt teach them 

diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 

in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 

liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a 

sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine 

eyes. And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on 

thy gates.  (Deut. 6:4-9) 

This verse instructs us to love God is tied to concrete actions (writing Commandments, teaching 

children). 

 

Sabbath Day of Rest 
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Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou 

labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of 

the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy 

son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor 

thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in six days 

the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 

and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the 

sabbath day, and hallowed it. (Ex. 20:8-11) 

 

A call to rest and remember creation through action. How the Torah's emphasis on action builds a 

Covenantal relationship with God. 

 

Relational Thinking 

Definition: In Hebrew thought, relational thinking emphasizes the interconnectedness of 

individuals within their community, their relationship with God, and their responsibility to 

creation. It is rooted in a covenantal worldview where relationships define identity, purpose, and 

ethical behavior. This approach contrasts with more individualistic frameworks, focusing instead 

on communal harmony, mutual responsibility, and a deep sense of relational accountability. 

 

Relational thinking in Hebrew thought is exemplified in the Torah's teachings, where 

Commandments (mitzvot) are seen not merely as rules but as expressions of maintaining right 

relationships—with God, others, and the world. It reflects a holistic understanding that all aspects 

of life are interconnected and sacred. 

 

Scriptural Examples 

Covenant with Israel: Exodus 19:5-6 highlights the collective identity of Israel as a kingdom of 

priests. 

 

Now therefore, if ye will obey My voice indeed, and keep My 

Covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 

people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto Me a 

kingdom of priests, and an holy nation. These are the words which 

thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. (Ex. 19:5-6) 

 

Responsibility for others: The command to "love your neighbor as yourself." 

 

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the children of 

thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the 

LORD.  (Lev. 19:18) 
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The practical application in this instance is that we should love one another. Thereby, helping one 

another out and looking out for each other's interest. This mindset fosters how relational thinking 

fosters unity and shared responsibility. 

 

Holistic Thinking 

Definition: Hebrew thought embodies a holistic worldview, perceiving life and reality as a unified 

whole where all dimensions of existence—spiritual, moral, physical, emotional, and social—are 

interconnected and interdependent. It emphasizes the integration of body, mind, and spirit, 

rejecting compartmentalization. Every aspect of life is understood as sacred, with each part 

influencing and shaping the others, contributing to the overall purpose of living in alignment with 

God's design. 

Examples: 

 

Shabbat (Sabbath Observance): The commandment to observe the Sabbath (Ex. 20:8-11) 

integrates spiritual devotion, physical rest, and community life. It connects humanity to creation 

by recalling God's rest after creating the world, while also providing physical rejuvenation and 

fostering family and communal relationships. Shabbat unites worship, well-being, and ethical 

mindfulness, emphasizing their interdependence. 

 

The Shema (Deuteronomy 6:4-9): The Shema declares the oneness of God and calls for a holistic 

devotion to Him with "all your heart, all your soul, and all your strength." This passage reflects 

the integration of intellectual, emotional, and physical dimensions of life. It instructs followers to 

internalize and live out God's commandments in every facet of daily life—at home, on the road, 

and through teaching the next generation. 

Narrative Approach 

 

Narrative: Hebrew thought often uses storytelling to convey truths and teachings. Stories are used 

to illustrate principles and values. 

 

Examples of Narrative in Hebrew Thought: 

The Story of Joseph (Gen. 37–50): This narrative illustrates themes of faith, forgiveness, and 

divine providence. Joseph's journey from being sold into slavery by his brothers to becoming a 

ruler in Egypt demonstrates how God's plan unfolds even through human suffering and betrayal. 

The story also highlights values like reconciliation, as Joseph forgives his brothers, illustrating the 

principle of healing relationships. 

 

The Exodus from Egypt (Exodus 1–15): The account of Israel's deliverance from slavery in Egypt 

conveys foundational truths about God's power, faithfulness, and justice. It also serves as a moral 
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and spiritual lesson, calling the Israelites to trust in God and live in obedience to Him. The narrative 

establishes the identity of Israel as God's chosen people and demonstrates the value of freedom 

and covenantal responsibility. 

 

Both stories communicate principles and values through relatable human experiences, making 

abstract ideas tangible and memorable. 

 

Cyclical Time 

Definition: Cyclical time in Hebrew thought reflects the understanding that life unfolds in 

recurring patterns and rhythms, emphasizing the natural and spiritual cycles established by God. 

This perspective highlights renewal, repetition, and continuity, recognizing that history and 

creation are governed by divine order. Rather than viewing time as a straight line leading to a 

single endpoint, cyclical time focuses on the recurring opportunities for growth, restoration, and 

relationship with God through ordained times and seasons. 

 

Examples of Cyclical Time in Hebrew Thought: 

The Sabbath (Shabbat): The weekly observance of the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11) is a cornerstone 

of cyclical time. Every seven days, work ceases, and the community enters a period of rest and 

sanctity. This recurring cycle connects believers to God's creation and serves as a reminder of their 

dependence on Him. The rhythm of work and rest fosters physical, spiritual, and communal 

renewal. 

 

The Annual Festivals (Leviticus 23): The Hebrew calendar includes recurring holy days such as 

Passover, the Feast of Weeks (Shavuot), and the Feast of Tabernacles (Sukkot). These festivals 

commemorate significant events in Israel's history, reinforce communal identity, and provide 

annual opportunities for reflection, thanksgiving, and realignment with God's covenant. For 

example, Passover recalls the Exodus, linking past redemption with ongoing faith in God's 

provision. 

 

Cyclical time offers a framework for living in harmony with God's design, where each cycle carries 

both reflection on the past and preparation for renewal in the future. 

 

Communal Orientation 

Definition: Communal orientation in Hebrew thought underscores the interconnectedness of 

individuals within a community, highlighting that personal identity and well-being are inseparable 

from the health and unity of the collective. It emphasizes shared responsibilities, mutual care, and 

the communal pursuit of justice, faith, and righteousness. This worldview prioritizes the collective 

over the individual, where each person has a responsibility to contribute to the well-being and 

moral integrity of the larger group. This perspective is rooted in the understanding that human 
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flourishing occurs in harmony with others, with a shared sense of purpose, covenant, and 

responsibility before God. In this framework, the well-being of the group is prioritized, and 

individuals are seen as integral members of a larger, divinely ordained community. 

 

Examples of Communal Orientation in Hebrew Thought: 

 

The Covenant with Israel (Exodus 19:5-6, Deuteronomy 7:6): 

 

Now therefore, if ye will obey My Voice indeed, and keep My 

Covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all 

people: for all the earth is mine: And ye shall be unto me a 

kingdom of priests, and a holy nation. These are the words which 

thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel. (Ex. 19:5-6, KJV) 

 

For thou art a holy people unto the LORD thy God: the LORD thy 

God hath chosen thee to be a special people unto himself, above 

all people that are upon the face of the earth.  (Deut. 7:6, KJV) 

 

The Covenant between God and Israel is a prime example of communal orientation. God 

establishes a collective relationship with the nation of Israel, promising to be their God and calling 

them to be a "kingdom of priests and a holy nation." This Covenant is not merely individual but a 

communal agreement that shapes Israel's identity and mission. Each person's role is seen as 

contributing to the collective holiness and purpose of the community. 

 

The Law of the Jubilee (Leviticus 25:8-17): 

 

And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years unto thee, seven 

times seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years 

shall be unto thee forty and nine years. Then shalt thou cause the 

trumpet of the jubilee to sound on the tenth day of the seventh 

month, in the day of atonement shall ye make the trumpet sound 

throughout all your land. And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, and 

proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants 

thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you; and ye shall return every 

man unto his possession, and ye shall return every man unto his 

family. A jubilee shall that fiftieth year be unto you: ye shall not 

sow, neither reap that which groweth of itself in it, nor gather the 

grapes in it of thy vine undressed. For it is the jubilee; it shall be 

holy unto you: ye shall eat the increase thereof out of the field. In 

the year of this jubilee ye shall return every man unto his 

possession. And if thou sell ought unto thy neighbour, or buyest 
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ought of thy neighbour's hand, ye shall not oppress one another: 

According to the number of years after the jubilee thou shalt buy of 

thy neighbour, and according unto the number of years of the fruits 

he shall sell unto thee: According to the multitude of years thou 

shalt increase the price thereof, and according to the fewness of 

years thou shalt diminish the price of it: for according to the 

number of the years of the fruits doth he sell unto thee. Ye shall not 

therefore oppress one another; but thou shalt fear thy God: for I 

am the LORD your God. (Lev. 25:8-17, KJV) 

 

The Jubilee year is a powerful example of communal responsibility. Every 50th year, all land that 

had been sold or inherited was returned to its original owner, and debts were forgiven. This practice 

ensures that wealth and land are distributed fairly, preventing long-term inequality and fostering a 

sense of shared stewardship. It emphasizes that the community's collective welfare is paramount, 

and the rights of individuals are meant to align with the well-being of the entire people. 

 

Practical Wisdom 

 

Definition: Practical wisdom in Hebrew thought emphasizes the application of knowledge and 

understanding to everyday life. It is not merely about intellectual insight but about living in 

accordance with God's will through wise, ethical decision-making. This wisdom is grounded in 

experience, guided by divine principles, and focuses on achieving balance, justice, and 

righteousness in daily actions. It is seen as a vital quality that helps individuals navigate life's 

complexities and fulfill their roles in both personal and communal spheres. 

 

Examples of Practical Wisdom in Hebrew Thought: 

Proverbs (Proverbs 1–9):  Proverbs 1–9 is a series of teachings that introduce the theme of 

wisdom as a guiding principle for life. The first nine chapters personify wisdom as a woman calling 

out to those who will listen, urging them to embrace understanding, righteousness, and the fear of 

the Lord. The overarching message is that wisdom is the foundation for a fulfilling and just life, 

contrasting the paths of the wise and the foolish. 

 

Key Themes: 

 

The Fear of the Lord (Proverbs 1:7): 

 

The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge: but fools 

despise wisdom and instruction. (Pro. 1:7) 
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This stresses that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, positioning reverence for 

God as essential for wisdom. 

 

Wisdom's Call (Proverbs 1:20-33): Wisdom is depicted as calling out in public spaces, offering 

guidance to those who seek it. Those who reject wisdom will face the consequences of their 

choices. 

 

The Path of the Wise vs. the Foolish (Proverbs 2–4): These chapters contrast the benefits of 

following wisdom—such as protection, success, and peace—with the dangers of folly, which leads 

to destruction. 

 

Warnings Against Temptation (Proverbs 5–7): Chapters 5-7 provide practical counsel about 

avoiding temptations, particularly in the context of sexual immorality, and the importance of 

guarding one's heart and integrity. 

 

The Value of Wisdom (Proverbs 8–9): Wisdom is portrayed as more valuable than riches and is 

described as being present at the creation of the world. Chapter 9 contrasts the invitation of wisdom 

with the lure of folly, urging the reader to choose wisdom as the true path of life. 

Overall, Proverbs 1–9 sets the stage for the wisdom literature by emphasizing the necessity of 

wisdom for a righteous, prosperous life and the destructive consequences of ignoring it. 

 

The book of Proverbs is a central example of practical wisdom in Hebrew thought. It provides a 

series of sayings and teachings that offer guidance on how to live a righteous, wise, and morally 

upright life. Proverbs focuses on making wise decisions in areas such as relationships, speech, 

work, and personal conduct.  

 

For example, Proverbs teaches,  

 

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 

understanding; in all your ways submit to Him, and He will make 

your paths straight.  (Pro. 3:5-6) 

 

This passage encapsulates the essence of wisdom—relying on divine guidance rather than human 

wisdom alone. 

 

Ecclesiastes (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8): 
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To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under 

the heaven:  A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, 

and a time to pluck up that which is planted;  A time to kill, and a 

time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up;  A time 

to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to 

dance;  A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 

together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  

A time to get, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast 

away;  A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, 

and a time to speak;  A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of 

war, and a time of peace.  (Eccl. 3:1-8, KJV) 

 

Ecclesiastes explores the meaning of life and the importance of living wisely amidst life's 

uncertainties. In Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, the writer reflects on the natural cycles of life and the need to 

live in harmony with them, understanding that there is "a time for everything" under the heavens. 

This passage highlights practical wisdom in accepting life’s seasons, recognizing that wisdom is 

not about controlling everything, but about discerning the right moment for action and the 

importance of balance in one’s approach to life. 

 

Practical wisdom in Hebrew thought teaches that knowledge and ethical living must go hand-in-

hand. It is a call to align one’s life with divine guidance, making wise decisions that foster peace, 

justice, and integrity in all aspects of life. 

 

Conclusion 

By understanding these additional elements, you can gain a more comprehensive view of Hebrew 

thought and how it contrasts with Greek and Western abstract thinking. This foundational 

knowledge can enhance your interpretation and application of biblical teachings. 

 

Overview of Greek/Western Abstract Thinking 

 

Linear Logic 

 

• Definition: Step-by-step reasoning to reach a singular truth. 

• Examples in Philosophy: Aristotle’s syllogisms (e.g., "All men are mortal. Socrates was 

a man. Therefore, Socrates was mortal"). 

• Contrast with Scripture: The Bible often presents truth through narratives, poetry, and 

parables rather than systematic logic. 

• Practical Application: How linear thinking affects modern theological debates (e.g., 

predestination vs. free will). 
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Abstract Concepts 

 

• Definition: Reliance on intangible, theoretical ideas. 

• Examples in Philosophy: Plato’s theory of forms—ideas as the ultimate reality. 

• Contrast with Scripture: Biblical truths are grounded in real-life experiences (e.g., 

Exodus as an event vs. an allegory). 

• Practical Application: Why abstract thinking often disconnects theology from daily 

living. 

 

Intellectual Focus 

 

• Definition: Emphasis on acquiring knowledge and reasoning. 

• Examples in Philosophy: Greek pursuit of wisdom (Acts 17:21 notes Athenians’ 

obsession with discussing new ideas). 

• Contrast with Scripture:  Greek thought often emphasizes abstract reasoning, intellectual 

pursuits, and individualism, focusing on theoretical ideas and systematic logic. In contrast, 

the Hebrew Scriptures and God's perspective prioritize concrete thinking, action-oriented 

faith, and communal relationships. Hebrew thought embodies a holistic worldview, where 

all dimensions of existence—spiritual, moral, physical, emotional, and social—are 

interconnected and interdependent. This approach emphasizes living out one's faith 

through tangible actions, shared responsibilities, and a deep sense of community, aligning 

with God's design and commandments. 

 

For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My 

ways," declares the LORD. "As the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts 

than your thoughts."  (Is. 55:8-9) 

 

This passage highlights the vast difference between human understanding and God's wisdom, 

 

Practical Application: The importance of balancing intellect with faith and obedience. 

 

Individualism 

 

• Definition: Viewing individuals as autonomous entities. 
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• Examples in Western Culture: The Enlightenment’s emphasis on personal freedom and 

rights. 

• Contrast with Scripture:  This passage emphasizes the communal aspect of worship and 

learning, where the entire community gathers to hear and understand the Law of God, 

reflecting their collective identity and shared responsibility. 

 

All the people came together as one in the square before the Water 

Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring out the Book 

of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded for Israel. 

So on the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the priest brought 

the Law before the assembly, which was made up of men and 

women and all who were able to understand. He read it aloud from 

daybreak till noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in 

the presence of the men, women, and others who could understand. 

And all the people listened attentively to the Book of the Law.  

(Neh. 8:1-3)   

 

• Practical Application: How individualism can hinder communal worship and 

accountability. 

 

Key Comparisons with Supporting Scriptures 

 

Aspect Hebrew Thinking Greek/Western Thinking 

Block logic 

And the LORD passed by before him, and 

proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, 

merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and 

abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 

mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and 

transgression and sin, and that will by no 

means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of 

the fathers upon the children, and upon the 

children’s children, unto the third and to the 

fourth generation. (Ex. 34:6-7) 

Linear logic  

(Philosophical Reasoning) 

Linear logic and Hebrew block logic represent 

contrasting approaches to reasoning, each 

reflecting distinct cultural and philosophical 

paradigms. Linear logic operates in a 

structured, step-by-step manner, emphasizing 

the sequential use of premises, where resources 

(ideas or assumptions) are treated as finite and 

consumed as they are applied. It aligns with 

Western analytic thought, prioritizing 

precision, process, and deductive progression. 

 

Concrete Imagery 

Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and 

lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all 

 

Abstract  

(Plato’s forms) 
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thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct 

thy paths.  (Pro. 3:5-6)  and (Psalm 23) 

Hebrew concrete imagery and Plato’s abstract 

Forms represent two vastly different ways of 

understanding reality. Hebrew thought is 

rooted in concrete, tangible imagery, using 

physical and everyday experiences (like a 

shepherd, a rock, or a vine) to convey spiritual 

and moral truths. It emphasizes action, 

relationships, and the lived experience of faith 

in the real world. In contrast, Plato’s Forms 

focus on abstract, idealized concepts, positing 

that the ultimate reality exists in perfect, 

immaterial archetypes beyond the physical 

realm. While Hebrew thought grounds 

understanding in what is seen and experienced, 

Platonic thought seeks truth in the unseen and 

purely intellectual ideals. 

 

 

Action Oriented Through Deeds  

Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one 

LORD:  And thou shalt love the LORD thy God 

with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and 

with all thy might.  And these words, which I 

command thee this day, shall be in thine heart:  

And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 

children, and shalt talk of them when thou 

sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 

by the way, and when thou liest down, and 

when thou risest up.  And thou shalt bind them 

for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be 

as frontlets between thine eyes.  And thou shalt 

write them upon the posts of thy house, and on 

thy gates.  (Deut. 6:4-9). 

 

Intellectual Pursuit  

Greek intellectual pursuit emphasizes abstract 

reasoning, philosophical debate, and the search 

for knowledge as an end in itself, valuing 

wisdom through contemplation and logic. In 

contrast, Hebrew thought is action-oriented, 

focusing on deeds, obedience, and living out 

wisdom through tangible actions rather than 

mere intellectual speculation. While Greek 

philosophy often seeks to understand the 

nature of existence through rational discourse, 

Hebrew thought sees true understanding as 

inseparable from righteous living. This 

contrast highlights the difference between 

knowing as an intellectual exercise and doing 

as a way of embodying truth in daily life. 

 

 

Community Relational 

Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge 

against the children of thy people, but thou 

 

Individualistic 

(Western emphasis on autonomy) 
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shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: I am the 

LORD.  (Lev. 19:18) 

Hebrew thought emphasizes community, 

where identity and purpose are rooted in 

collective responsibility and shared 

relationships. In contrast, Western thought 

prioritizes individual autonomy, valuing 

personal rights and self-determination. While 

Hebrew thought ties the individual’s well-

being to the group, Western thought focuses on 

personal independence over communal 

obligations. 

 

 

Often, people pick up a Bible and begin reading, whether they're a regular reader or someone 

opening it for the first time. They read the passages and believe they fully understand what the 

Scriptures are teaching. However, the first issue most encounter is that the Bible they are reading 

has been translated from its original languages into the language they understand. Many don’t 

realize they’re reading the Word of God through the lens of a translator, who has tried to convey 

the meaning in another language. Often, translators will even copy from each other, which can lead 

to subtle variations in interpretation. What people don’t realize is that reading the Bible in any 

language other than its original languages is like reading a concentrated version of the text. It’s 

akin to buying orange juice from the store, where the juice has been made from concentrate. The 

original flavor and nuances are often lost in the process of translation.  Please read the following: 

 

Made From Concentrate: 

 

When a product, like apple juice, is labeled as "made from concentrate," it means the juice was 

extracted from the fruit, then processed by removing most of the water to create a concentrated 

form. This concentrate is stored and later rehydrated with water before packaging for sale. 

 

The process allows for easier transportation and longer shelf life but can alter the flavor and 

nutritional content compared to fresh juice. Vitamins and natural enzymes may be reduced during 

concentration and rehydration, and manufacturers often add sugar, flavorings, or preservatives to 

enhance taste. In contrast, fresh or "not from concentrate" juice retains more of the original flavor, 

nutrients, and natural characteristics of the fruit. 

 

What this means is that when someone reads a translation of the Bible, they are engaging with a 

“made from concentrate” version of the Scriptures. Many doctrines and denominations have been 

formed, and even divided, based on this method of Bible reading. It’s crucial for people to 

understand that in order to truly grasp the depth of the Scriptures, learning Hebrew—or at least 
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gaining the ability to translate accurately from Hebrew—is necessary. I personally began this 

journey of self-teaching many years ago. Additionally, understanding the ancient Hebrew culture 

is essential to comprehending the nuances and essence of the biblical world. When we approach 

the text with knowledge of this culture, a whole new world comes to life. This chapter has been 

written with the hope of providing readers with insight into the way ancient Hebrew thought, so 

they can gain a deeper understanding of the Scriptures.   

 

Another Analogy: 

 

What Are GMOs? 

 

GMO stands for genetically modified organism — a term used for plants, animals, or 

microorganisms whose genetic material has been artificially altered in a laboratory through genetic 

engineering. Unlike traditional crossbreeding or natural selection, which work with traits already 

present within a species, GMO technology introduces genes from entirely different species to 

achieve desired traits, such as pest resistance, herbicide tolerance, longer shelf life, or improved 

appearance. 

 

For example, a tomato might be engineered with a gene from a cold-water fish to help it resist 

frost, or corn might be modified with a bacterium’s gene to make it produce its own insecticide. 

While this technology has allowed for greater agricultural efficiency and profit, it also raises 

significant questions about ecological balance, long-term health impacts, ethical concerns, and the 

loss of the original, God-designed integrity of natural foods. 

 

Why This Matters 

Much like concentrated apple juice is a processed product that removes and reconstitutes natural 

elements, GMO foods are manipulated products, no longer carrying the full, unbroken genetic 

code given by the Creator. What may look like a tomato, corn, or soybean on the outside can carry 

within it foreign material that was never meant to be part of its design. This not only raises physical 

and nutritional concerns but also symbolizes how humanity increasingly tampers with the 

foundational blueprint of life — often without fully understanding the consequences. 

 

One Last Example: 

 

What Is Meat Glue? 

 



How Greek Thought Shaped Our Understanding of Scripture Walking the Ancient Path 

22 

 

Yes — it’s true. In the food industry, there’s a substance called transglutaminase, commonly 

nicknamed “meat glue.” It’s an enzyme used to bind together small scraps of meat or fish to form 

what looks like a single, seamless cut — like a “steak” or a “fillet.”  The process works like this: 

 

• Manufacturers take leftover pieces of meat (which would otherwise be wasted or sold as 

low-value cuts). 

• They apply meat glue, press the pieces together, and refrigerate it. 

• After a few hours, the enzyme forms tight bonds between the proteins, making the glued-

together pieces look like one solid, high-quality cut of meat. 

 

For the average consumer, it’s almost impossible to tell the difference once it’s cooked — unless 

you know what to look for. While the practice is legal and considered safe when handled properly, 

it can deceive buyers, making them think they’re purchasing a premium, naturally grown piece of 

meat when they’re actually getting a reassembled product. 

 

Analogy Commentary 

Just as glued-together meat masquerades as a genuine steak, many of the doctrines and traditions 

served up in the modern religious world masquerade as authentic truth. They may appear solid, 

seamless, and trustworthy on the surface, but underneath they’re stitched together from fragments 

— bits of philosophy, bits of human tradition, and bits of scripture — bound together to form 

something that looks like the real thing but lacks the integrity of the original. 

 

The tragedy is that most people, like the grocery shopper, don’t even realize they’re consuming a 

fabricated product. They trust the packaging, the presentation, the outward appearance, never 

suspecting that what they’re being fed has been pieced together for profit, convenience, or control. 

But for those willing to examine carefully — to slice into the surface and test the texture — the 

difference becomes clear. What comes from the hand of the Creator is whole, unaltered, and pure; 

what comes from human hands is often artificial, reshaped, and hollow at its core. 

 

Implications For Interpreting Scripture 

 

Misunderstandings from Western Thought: Western thought, with its emphasis on abstraction 

and intellectualization, can lead to several misunderstandings when interpreting Scripture. One 

common mistake is the tendency to over-spiritualize physical commandments, viewing them as 

mere allegories or symbols rather than as real actions meant to be lived out. This results in a 

disconnection between the spiritual and physical aspects of life, ignoring the holistic nature of 

biblical teachings. Additionally, Western thinking often creates contradictions where none exist, 

such as the false divide between faith and works. By reading Scripture through the lens of a Greek 
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or Western mindset, we may fail to see that both faith and works are intimately connected and 

meant to function together as expressions of living faith. 

 

Benefits of Hebrew Thinking: In contrast, Hebrew thinking offers a more grounded approach to 

interpreting Scripture, one that emphasizes action and relationship over intellectual analysis. The 

Hebrew Scriptures are filled with concrete imagery and actions that reflect a real-world 

engagement with God and others. By embracing this mindset, we can begin to see that faith is 

lived out through deeds, and that the commandments and teachings are not just instructions for the 

mind but for the body and soul. The richness of biblical imagery invites us to experience The Word 

of God not just as abstract ideas, but as vivid, tangible expressions of truth meant to shape our 

daily lives. When we approach Scripture with this perspective, we uncover a deeper, more holistic 

understanding that integrates belief with action and brings the Scriptures to life in practical ways. 

 

Benefits of Hebrew Thinking: 

Grounding Faith in Action and Relationship:  Hebrew thinking emphasizes the importance of 

living out one's faith through concrete actions and fostering meaningful relationships. In this 

framework, belief isn't confined to intellectual assent but is demonstrated through real-world 

behaviors and interactions. The Hebrew Scriptures call believers to embody their faith in every 

aspect of life—whether through acts of kindness, obedience to commandments, or the pursuit of 

justice. This action-oriented approach to faith helps create a deeper, more authentic relationship 

with God and others, as it encourages people to actively live out the values and teachings of 

Scripture. 

 

Embracing the Richness of Biblical Imagery:  Hebrew thought is deeply embedded in rich, vivid 

imagery that reflects the tangible and relational aspects of life. The Bible uses metaphors, symbols, 

and stories that evoke the senses and emotions, helping us to connect with the divine in ways that 

abstract concepts often cannot. From the imagery of God as a shepherd to the symbolism of water 

as life, Hebrew thinking invites us to engage with Scripture on a deeper, more personal level. 

Embracing this imagery allows us to see biblical truths not as theoretical ideas but as lived 

experiences—inviting us to see God's presence and action in the world around us. 

 

Application: Bridging the Gap 

 

Practical Tips: 

Approach Scripture with a Relational Mindset:  When reading the Bible, shift your focus from 

mere intellectual understanding to engaging with the text as a means of building a deeper 

relationship with God and others. Ask yourself how the passage invites you into action and how it 

relates to your interactions with the world around you. 
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Embrace Concrete Imagery as a Way to Live Out Spiritual Truths:  Instead of focusing solely 

on abstract theological concepts, try to visualize and internalize the concrete imagery in the 

Scriptures. For instance, when Scripture describes God as a shepherd, think about how you can 

relate to God’s guidance and care in your own life. Let these images shape the way you live and 

respond to God’s commands. 

 

Accept Tension (e.g., Justice and Mercy) as a Reflection of God’s Complexity:  Hebrew 

thinking embraces the tension between seemingly opposing qualities, such as justice and mercy, 

acknowledging that these tensions reflect the full complexity of God’s nature. Rather than seeking 

to resolve every tension in Scripture, accept that it may be an invitation to experience God in more 

profound, nuanced ways. 

 

Examples: 

 

Meditating on Torah Proverbs as Lessons for Daily Life:  Take time to reflect on the practical 

wisdom found in the Proverbs and other parts of the Torah. These teachings are not merely for 

intellectual knowledge but for guiding your everyday decisions, relationships, and actions. Apply 

these lessons actively in your life, seeing them as real-world instructions for living. 

 

Viewing Commandments as Opportunities for Tangible Worship:  Instead of seeing 

Commandments as obligations or rules, view them as opportunities for worship and connection 

with God. Each Commandment, whether it’s about honoring the Sabbath or loving your neighbor, 

is a chance to actively live out your faith and draw closer to God through concrete acts of devotion. 

 

Conclusion 

As you continue on your journey through the Scriptures, I invite you to approach the Hebrew texts 

with a mindset that appreciates their depth, concreteness, and relational nature. Don’t settle for a 

surface-level understanding shaped by abstract interpretations. Instead, engage with the text as it 

was originally intended—rooted in action, relationship, and real-world experience. Dive into the 

richness of the Hebrew language, embrace its cultural context, and allow the Scriptures to come 

alive in a way that challenges you to not only understand but live out their timeless truths. Let this 

perspective transform the way you read, think, and act according to The Word of God. 

 

In conclusion, understanding the distinct thought patterns of Hebrew and Greek is crucial for a 

deeper, more accurate comprehension of the Scriptures. While Greek thought tends to focus on 

abstraction and intellectual analysis, Hebrew thought grounds understanding in concrete imagery, 

action, and relationship. By recognizing the cultural and linguistic differences between these two 

frameworks, we open ourselves up to a richer, more vibrant experience of the Bible—one that 
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reflects the depth and nuance of the original Hebrew text. This chapter has highlighted the 

importance of approaching the Scriptures with a mindset that appreciates their relational and 

action-oriented nature. By immersing ourselves in the concrete world of Hebrew thought, we not 

only gain a deeper understanding of The Word of God, but we are also called to live it out in a way 

that engages both our hearts and our actions. The Scriptures are not just to be understood 

intellectually, but to be embodied in our daily lives. As you move forward, may you be encouraged 

to explore the richness of the Hebrew language and its culture, allowing it to transform the way 

you live out your faith. 

 

Having explored how Hebrew and Greek thought shape our understanding of Scripture, we now 

stand at a crucial crossroads — for how we think shapes how we define. Nowhere is this more 

vital than in the realm of sin. What is sin? Is it simply the breaking of a divine rule? A moral stain 

on the soul? Or is it something far deeper — a rupture in covenant, a stepping off the ancient path 

YHWH has laid before His people? Before we can grasp the weight and consequence of sin, we 

must peel back the layers of inherited definitions, reach past Greek-influenced moralism, and 

return to the rich, covenantal heartbeat of the Hebrew Scriptures. In this next chapter, we begin 

that journey. 

 

 

Questions To Ponder 

 

How does understanding Hebrew as a concrete language shift the way we interpret biblical 

texts compared to the abstract reasoning of Greek philosophy? 

 

Answer: 

Hebrew is earthy, tactile, and rooted in the senses. It speaks in verbs, pictures, and actions rather 

than concepts. In contrast, Greek is abstract, idealized, and philosophical — it seeks what a thing 

is, Hebrew seeks what a thing does. 

 

So instead of asking “What is love?” Hebrew shows us what love is: 

 

And in your reaping the harvest of your land, you shall not 

completely finish the edge of your field in reaping, and the 

gleanings of your harvest you shall not gather. And your vineyard 

you shall not glean, and the fallen grapes of your vineyard you 

shall not gather; for the poor and for the sojourner you shall leave 

them. I am YHWH your Elohim.  (Leviticus 19:9–10) 
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Love is when you rebuke your neighbor so he won’t bear sin.   

(Lev. 19) 

 

Understanding this shifts interpretation from theoretical ideas to observable behavior — from 

mental assent to lived obedience. 

 

In what ways does the Hebrew language, with its emphasis on action and relationship, 

challenge the Western emphasis on abstract concepts and intellectual knowledge? 

 

Answer: 

Hebrew doesn’t separate the head from the hands and heart. Knowledge is not real unless it's 

practiced. In Hebrew, to “know” God is not to define Him but to walk with Him — like Enoch did. 

To “remember” the Sabbath is not just mental—it’s an action, a rhythm, a doing. 

 

Western theology often says: 

 

“Believe this doctrine. Agree with this creed.” 

 

But Hebrew says: 

 

“Do this. Live this. Walk in My ways.” 

 

It confronts our modern idea that right thinking equals righteousness — and reminds us that faith 

without faithfulness is lifeless. 

 

How can recognizing the cultural and linguistic differences between Hebrew and Greek help 

us understand the original intent of Scripture more deeply? 

 

Answer: 

Once you recognize that Scripture was born in a Hebrew world, not a Greco-Roman one, you begin 

to see: 

 

• The idioms make more sense. 

• The metaphors become richer. 

• The Commandments stop feeling “legalistic” and start feeling relational — like Covenantal 

love, not cold law. 
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When we read Scripture through a Greek lens, we tend to de-theologize the Torah and spiritualize 

YHWH’s instructions. But when we return to the Hebrew lens, we realize Torah is not just law — 

it’s the Way of life. 

 

What might we be missing in our understanding of biblical truths if we approach them solely 

through the abstract lens of the Western mindset, rather than through the concrete 

worldview of Hebrew? 

 

Answer: 

We miss the movement, the blood, the dust, the grit of covenant life. Western theology often turns 

the Living Word into a set of categories: 

 

• Salvation becomes a status, not a journey. 

• Holiness becomes a mystical idea, not a behavior. 

• Faith becomes belief in a doctrine, not loyalty in action. 

 

Through a Western lens, we miss the concreteness of God's justice, the relational demand of His 

mercy, and the practicality of His love. We reduce the eternal into intellectualism, rather than 

embrace it as a lived experience with the Divine. 

 

How can the concrete, action-oriented nature of Hebrew language and thought change the 

way we live out the teachings of the Bible today? 

 

Answer: 

It causes us to ask: 

 

• Am I doing justice? 

• Am I showing mercy in how I treat others today? 

• Am I walking humbly with YHWH — not just agreeing with a sermon, but living the 

commands He gave? 

• It moves our spiritual life from the sanctuary to the street. 

• It transforms Scripture from a study into a scroll for daily instruction. 

 

This shift doesn’t destroy faith — it grounds it. It calls us to become the kind of people who don’t 

just believe truth but embody it. 

 



How Greek Thought Shaped Our Understanding of Scripture Walking the Ancient Path 

28 

 

What does it mean for us if we begin to embrace a more holistic, relational, and action-focused 

understanding of Scripture, as seen through the lens of ancient Hebrew thought? 

 

Answer: 

It means we’ll: 

 

• Stop compartmentalizing “religious life” from “real life.” 

• Start seeing obedience not as burdensome, but as a beautiful alignment with the Creator’s 

design. 

• Return to a walk that is Covenantal, not just creedal. 

• Begin to understand that to love God is to walk in His ways, care for the stranger, the 

orphan, the widow, and keep His Sabbaths. 

 

And perhaps most importantly—it means we begin to recover the original voice of Scripture, not 

as Western theologians have translated it, but as Hebrew shepherds, prophets, and poets lived it.  

Does it mean for us if we begin to embrace a more holistic, relational, and action-focused 

understanding of Scripture, as seen through the lens of ancient Hebrew thought? 

 

 ✦ ✧ ✦ ✧ ✦   הַלְלוּ יָהּ   ✦ ✧ ✦ ✧ ✦

 

 

As Blood is to the Body – So Torah is to the Soul 
 


