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Who is YHWH? 
A Sacred Journey into His Ways, His Heart, His Being 

 

Introduction 

Before the first dawn spread its fingers across the waters… before the voice of creation thundered 

“Light!” into the void… before time began its march and the stars began their dance — He was. 

Unseen, unmeasured, unchanging. YHWH. The Name that is breath, the Being who is existence 

itself. The One who needs no beginning and fears no ending, for all beginnings and endings find 

their home in Him. 

 

His Name has echoed in the songs of angels and been whispered by shepherds in the night. It has 

been carved into Covenant stone, carried in the cries of prophets, and hidden in the heartbeats of 

those who love Him. His glory has shaken mountains, filled tents with smoke, and bent kings to 

their knees. He walks in fire, yet speaks in a whisper. He is clothed in light, yet wraps Himself in 

thick darkness. He is near enough to hear the trembling of a heart, yet vast enough to hold galaxies 

in the palm of His hand. 

 

This is no casual study, no neat arrangement of facts and doctrines. This is a procession into 

Majesty. Here, each word will be a step, each truth a gate, each page a deeper court. We will walk 

through His Names — not as labels, but as living revelations of His essence. We will trace His 

ways through the paths of Torah, where justice and mercy meet. We will stand among those who 

saw Him — Abraham beneath the oaks, Moses before the bush, Isaiah in the temple — and feel 

the same awe burn through our bones. We will grieve where His glory has departed, and we will 

hear the call to return, to prepare a place for Him once more. 

 

To know YHWH is not to master a subject — it is to be mastered by Him. To stand before the 

uncreated Light is to see ourselves for what we are: dust that breathes because He breathed into 

us. And yet, He calls us by name. He invites us nearer. Not all will come; some will shrink back at 

the trembling of the mountain. But for those who dare to draw near, there is a reward beyond gold, 

beyond breath, beyond time itself: to know Him — truly know Him — and in knowing Him, to be 

changed forever. 

 

So, remove the sandals from your feet, for the ground we are about to walk upon is holy. The 

journey begins now… through the first Gate… to behold the One who was, who is, and who will 

be. 

 

Phase I: His Name and Essence 
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It begins with breath. 

 

Not the ragged gasp of mere mortals, but the steady, eternal exhale of the One who is Life Himself. 

His Name — four letters, yet uncontainable — יְהוָה. YHWH. It is not a title given by men, but the 

self-revelation of the Creator, spoken in fire from a bush that burned yet was not consumed. It is 

the Name that was before language, the sound that holds the rhythm of all things. 

 

When He spoke to Mosheh from the mountain of ‘Elohiym, He did not offer a simple label; He 

offered existence itself: Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh — I Am That I Am, or more truly, I Will Be Who I Will 

Be. In Hebrew, it is not locked into past or present or future — it moves like the wind through all 

time at once. It tells us that He is the One who is, the One who was, the One who will be — 

unchanging, yet always revealing more of Himself to those who seek Him. 

 

Each of His Names is a facet of His essence: 

 

• YHWH — Covenant-Keeper, Self-Existent One, the uncaused Cause. 

• ‘Elohiym — Mighty One, Judge, Creator who speaks order into chaos. 

• ‘El ‘Elyon — God Most High, enthroned above every throne. 

• ‘Ehyeh ‘Asher ‘Ehyeh — The Becoming One, who is present in every moment His people 

need Him. 

 

The first time Scripture records the Name YHWH in Covenant context is in Genesis 2, when the 

Creator is no longer described only as ‘Elohiym, but as YHWH ‘Elohiym — the Mighty Creator 

joined with the Covenant Name. Here, He steps from the role of cosmic architect into the role of 

intimate Gardener, shaping man from the dust with His own hands and breathing into his nostrils 

the breath of life. The first man opened his eyes under the gaze of the One whose Name would 

forever mean, I AM with you. 

 

Even the ancient pictographs of His Name whisper truth: 

 

• Yod (י) — a hand, reaching, working, creating. 

• Hey (ה) — behold, reveal, breathe. 

• Vav (ו) — a nail or hook, that which secures, connects. 

• Hey (ה) — behold again, the revelation repeated for emphasis. 

 

In its ancient form, YHWH’s Name tells the story of the Hand that reveals, secures, and reveals 

again — the Creator who stretches out His hand to bind heaven and earth, unseen and seen, in 

Covenant. 

 

To speak His Name rightly is not to force sound from the throat, but to let the breath move through 

the lips as it did in the beginning. It is to confess that we are dust held together by the exhale of 



Who is YHWH?  Walking the Ancient Path 

3 
 

the Almighty. And to know His Name is to know His character, for in Hebraic thought, name and 

nature are bound together — to misrepresent His Name is to misrepresent Him. 

 

The Name that breathes is not an ornament for songs or a charm for blessings; it is the very identity 

of the One who holds our every breath in His hand. To enter this Gate is to step into a reality where 

every inhale is a reminder: He is. And every exhale answers: I am His. 

 

‘Ehyeh ‘Asher ‘Ehyeh — The Self-Revealing One 

 

When Mosheh asked the question, no man had dared — “When they ask me Your Name, what shall 

I say?” — YHWH did not give him a neat, static answer. 

He gave him a pulse. 

A movement. 

A Name that is more than a name — a becoming, a living declaration: 

 

 אֶהְיֶה אֲשֶר אֶהְיֶה

‘Ehyeh ‘Asher ‘Ehyeh 

 

‘Ehyeh is the first-person singular imperfect form of the verb היה (hayah, “to be, to exist, to happen, 

to become”).  The “imperfect” in Hebrew doesn’t mean “flawed” — it means “incomplete,” 

“continuing,” “unfolding.” It points to an action in process or a reality that will continue into the 

future. 

 

So, when YHWH says ‘Ehyeh, He is saying: 

 

• I am becoming 

• I will be 

• I am present 

• I am the One who is continually being 

 

It is the language of a river that never stops flowing, of a fire that never burns out. 

 

The middle word, ‘Asher, is a rich Hebrew connector. It can mean “that,” “which,” “who,” 

“where,” “when,” or even “in such a manner as.” It’s like a hinge that holds two revelations 

together, but refuses to limit their meaning. 

 

And then ‘Ehyeh again — the repetition seals it. The ‘Aleph and the Tav of the statement. The first 

and last word are the same because He is the same, whether we look behind us, stand in the present, 

or gaze into the unknown future. 
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Layers of Meaning 

While English translations often flatten this into “I Am That I Am,” the Hebrew breathes with more 

dimensions: 

 

I Will Be Who I Will Be — He defines Himself; no one else can. His identity is not a role 

we assign but an eternal reality He reveals. 

 

I Am the One Who Is Present — In every moment, every exile, every wilderness. 

 

I Am Becoming What My People Need Me to Be — not in the sense of change in nature, 

but in unfolding revelation — He is unchanging in being, yet ever-increasing in our 

experience of Him. 

 

I Exist Because I Exist — His being depends on nothing outside Himself. 

 

The Hebraic vs. Greek Lens 

A Greek thinker hears “I Am” and imagines a static, unmoving essence — perfect because it never 

changes.  A Hebrew hears ‘Ehyeh and imagines movement, faithfulness in action, presence in time 

— perfect because it always fulfills what it says and never fails. 

 

The Greek mind emphasizes being; the Hebrew mind emphasizes being with. 

In other words: not a cold “I exist,” but a warm, Covenantal “I am here with you.” 

 

From ‘Ehyeh to YHWH 

When YHWH says ‘Ehyeh in the first person (“I Will Be”), it is the same root as His third-person 

Covenant Name, YHWH — “He Will Be.” 

 

‘Ehyeh is how He speaks of Himself. 

 

YHWH is how we speak of Him. 

 

Both declare the same reality: the Eternal One is present, faithful, and unchanging in His nature, 

yet continually revealing more of Himself to His people across time. 

 

The Experience of the Name 

To Moses, this was more than grammar — it was the answer to the fears of returning to Egypt.  

When YHWH says ‘Ehyeh ‘Asher ‘Ehyeh, He’s saying: 

 

• “I will be with you in the court of Pharaoh.” 

• “I will be with you at the Red Sea.” 

• “I will be with you in the wilderness.” 
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• “I will be with you when you face enemies stronger than you.” 

 

It is not just “I Am.” 

It is “I Am Here.” 

And that is the deepest comfort and the greatest authority anyone can carry. 

 

The Name YHWH — The Covenant Name 

 

In the scrolls of the Torah, this Name appears more than 6,800 times — more than any other 

designation for the Most-High.  It is not a title.  It is not a generic label for “god.”  It is the personal 

covenant Name by which the Creator chose to bind Himself to His people. 

 

Written with four Hebrew consonants — Yod–Hey–Vav–Hey — it is known as the 

Tetragrammaton (meaning “four letters”). In our modern text: יהוה. 

 

Root and Meaning 

Scholars have long recognized that YHWH is built from the Hebrew root היה (hayah) — “to be, to 

exist, to happen, to become.”  It is directly connected to the same verb we saw in ‘Ehyeh ‘Asher 

‘Ehyeh.  The difference?  ‘Ehyeh is first-person (“I Will Be”), while YHWH is third-person (“He 

Will Be”). 

 

Thus, when we say “YHWH,” we are confessing: 

 

• He is — present reality. 

• He was — eternal past. 

• He will be — unending future. 

 

But even more than this, we are declaring: He is the One who is with us. Hebrew thought is 

relational — the Name does not only declare His self-existence, but His Covenantal presence. 

 

First Mention in Scripture 

The Name YHWH appears in Genesis: 

 

These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they 

were created, in the day that YHWH ‘Elohiym made earth and 

heavens.  (Gen. 2:4) 

 

Why here? 

In Genesis 1, the Creator is called simply ‘Elohiym — the Mighty Creator, the Sovereign who 

commands light, separates waters, and sets the heavenly lights in place.  But in Genesis 2, when 

He forms man from the dust with His own hands, breathes into his nostrils, plants a garden, and 
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walks in relationship — the Name changes. He is no longer only ‘Elohiym; He is YHWH ‘Elohiym 

— the Covenant God who draws near. 

 

This first mention teaches us that YHWH is ‘Elohiym in relationship — the same Creator, but now 

bound to His creation by personal involvement and Covenant care. 

 

Pictographic Meaning 

In the ancient pictographic script of early Hebrew, each letter was originally a symbol: 

 

• Yod (י) — a hand or arm, meaning work, deed, creation, possession. 

• Hey (ה) — a man with arms raised, meaning behold, reveal, breathe. 

• Vav (ו) — a nail, peg, or hook, meaning secure, attach, join. 

• Hey (ה) — behold, reveal, breathe (repeated). 

 

Put together, YHWH can be pictured as: 

 

“The Hand that reveals, the Nail that secures, the Revelation again.” 

 

This may be read as the Creator’s hand revealing Himself, securing His covenant, and revealing 

Himself again to all who will behold Him. The repetition of Hey emphasizes His ongoing 

revelation — He is not a hidden god of mystery cults; He is the God who wants to be known. 

 

Covenant Significance 

In Exodus 6:2–3, YHWH says to Mosheh: 

 

I am YHWH. I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob as ‘El 

Shaddai, but by My Name YHWH I was not known to them.   

(Ex. 6:2-3) 

 

This doesn’t mean the patriarchs had never heard the Name — it means they had not yet 

experienced its full Covenant power. They knew Him as the Almighty Provider, but Israel would 

come to know Him as the Covenant Redeemer — the God who hears cries, breaks chains, and 

redeems a people for His own possession. 

 

Every time Israel invoked YHWH, they were calling on that Covenant — not on a distant deity, 

but on the God who had sworn by His own Name to be faithful. 

 

Reverence and Misuse 

Over time, out of fear of misusing the Name, Jewish tradition avoided pronouncing it aloud, 

substituting Adonai (“my Lord”) in reading. While this came from a place of reverence, it also had 
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the effect of hiding the Covenant Name from common lips — a tragedy when the Name itself was 

given “to be remembered from generation to generation” (Ex. 3:15). 

 

But reverence in Scripture is not about avoidance; it’s about accurate representation. To “take His 

Name in vain” or rather, “lift up His Name in vain/emptiness” is not merely to speak it carelessly, 

but to misrepresent Him in word or deed. The true keeping of His Name is living in a way that 

reflects His nature faithfully. 

 

The Breath of the Name 

Some have observed that the four consonants of YHWH — Yod–Hey–Vav–Hey — flow from the 

mouth almost like breath itself, unshaped by tongue or teeth. No vowels, no vocal strain, only the 

gentle sound of inhaling and exhaling. 

 

Whether or not this reflects the ancient pronunciation of His Name — a sound long lost to history 

— the picture is powerful: life itself depends on breath, and every breath we take is a gift from 

Him. In this way, the psalmist’s words, “Let everything that has breath praise YHWH” (Ps. 150:6), 

take on a deeper beauty. Every living soul, knowingly or not, lives moment by moment by the 

breath of the One whose Name means He is. 

 

That way, we still get the poetic and theological weight, but we’re honest that it’s not about “this 

is how it’s pronounced,” but “this is a meaningful observation about the letters and breath.” 

 

Why the Pronunciation Is Uncertain 

The true ancient pronunciation of YHWH’s Name has been lost to time. Early Hebrew was written 

without vowel markings, and the four letters — Yod–Hey–Vav–Hey — could be voiced in multiple 

ways depending on which vowel sounds were supplied. 

 

By the time of the Second Temple period, many in Israel avoided saying the Name aloud except 

in the Temple blessings, out of fear of misusing it. Instead, they would substitute Adonai (“my 

Lord”) or sometimes HaShem (“the Name”) when reading Scripture aloud. 

 

Centuries later, the Masoretes — Jewish scribes preserving the Hebrew text — added vowel points 

to the consonantal text. In places where YHWH appeared, they often placed the vowels for Adonai 

beneath the consonants of YHWH as a reminder to say “Adonai” instead of attempting the actual 

pronunciation. This later led to the mistaken form “Jehovah” in some translations — a hybrid of 

YHWH’s consonants and Adonai’s vowels. 

 

What we can know for certain is not the exact sound, but the meaning: He is — the One who was, 

who is, and who will be. The reverence surrounding His Name should not lead to erasing it from 

our lips or our lives, but to representing it faithfully in how we live. 
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This way we keep it honest (we don’t claim to know exactly how to say it), poetic (we still carry 

the awe), and educational (we give them the history). 

 

‘Elohiym — The Mighty Creator 

 

Before YHWH was known in Covenant, before Abraham walked the dusty roads of Canaan, before 

Sinai trembled under fire — there was Elohim.  It is the very first word used for the Creator in all 

of Scripture: 

 

In a beginning, Elohim created the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1). 

 

Here, the stage is empty, the curtain is closed, and only one Being stands in the darkness — 

‘Elohiym — about to speak the first words that will ignite time, space, and life itself. 

 

Root and Meaning 

The root of ‘Elohiym is generally traced to ‘El (אל), meaning “mighty one,” “strength,” or 

“authority.” In the ancient Semitic world, ‘El could refer to any being of great power (such as a 

judge, king, priest), but in Scripture, it is the title of the One true God, the supreme authority over 

all creation. 

 

The ending “-im” is a masculine plural in Hebrew — literally, mighty ones. This has sparked much 

discussion. Some claim it hints at a “plurality within God,” but Hebrew grammar and context show 

otherwise: ‘Elohiym is frequently used with singular verbs and adjectives when referring to 

YHWH, marking it as a plural of majesty — a way of magnifying His greatness, not dividing His 

nature. 

 

So, when we read ‘Elohiym in Genesis 1, we are not reading about many gods working together; 

we are reading about the One Supreme Creator, described in the highest and most majestic form. 

 

First Mention in Scripture 

Genesis 1:1–2 shows ‘Elohiym in the act of creation: commanding light into existence, shaping 

the formless void, separating waters, calling forth life. This is the cosmic introduction — the 

Almighty who brings order out of chaos and calls everything “good.” 

 

Notably, in Genesis 1, the text does not yet use the Covenant Name YHWH. Here He is ‘Elohiym, 

the transcendent Creator who stands apart from His creation. This sets the stage for Genesis 2, 

where YHWH Elohim appears — the Creator stepping into personal relationship with His creation. 

 

Pictographic Meaning 

In ancient pictographic Hebrew: 
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• Aleph (א) — an ox head, symbolizing strength, leadership, authority. 

• Lamed (ל) — a shepherd’s staff, symbolizing guidance, control, instruction. 

• Hey (ה) — behold, revelation, breath (appears in some ancient variations). 

• Yod (י) — a hand, meaning work, deed, creation. 

• Mem (ם) — water, chaos, nations, or people. 

 

From this, ‘Elohiym can be pictured as: The Strong Leader who guides and reveals, whose hand 

works to bring order out of the waters (chaos). 

 

Covenant and Character 

As ‘Elohiym, He is the God of power, the ruler of heaven and earth, the One to whom all creation 

is subject. This title emphasizes His authority, His ability to create from nothing, and His control 

over all forces — natural and supernatural. 

 

But ‘Elohiym is not only Creator; throughout the Torah, He is also Judge. The same power that 

spoke the universe into being will also hold it accountable to His standards. Psalm 82 uses 

‘Elohiym in a legal context — “God (‘Elohiym) stands in the divine assembly; He judges among 

the mighty ones.” 

 

When paired with YHWH as in “YHWH ‘Elohiym,” the picture is complete: the Almighty Creator 

(‘Elohiym) who is also the Covenant-keeping Redeemer (YHWH). One speaks of transcendence 

and power; the other speaks of nearness and faithfulness. 

 

Why It Matters to Begin Here 

The journey of knowing YHWH must begin with ‘Elohiym because it reminds us that before we 

can know Him as our Covenant Father, we must first acknowledge Him as our Creator and rightful 

King.  We are not dealing with a tribal deity or a local spirit — we are dealing with the 

Creator/Maker of all that is seen and unseen. 

 

Every prayer, every act of worship, every breath of devotion is built on this truth: The One who 

formed the galaxies hears me. The One who divided light from darkness sees me. The One who 

commands the stars has called me by name. 

 

 

 

 

‘El ‘Elyon — God Most High 
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The name ‘El ‘Elyon rises like the peak of a mountain.  It is not merely saying “God” — it is 

declaring Him above every other power, throne, or authority in heaven or on earth.  The first time 

this name thunders through Scripture is in the mouth of a mysterious king-priest: 

 

Blessed be ‘Abram of ‘El ‘Elyon, Possessor of heaven and earth; 

and blessed be ‘El ‘Elyon, who has delivered your enemies into your 

hand (Genesis 14:19–20). 

 

This is the blessing of Melchizedek, king of Shalem, who greets Abram after his victory and 

acknowledges the true source of that triumph: the Most-High God. 

 

Root and Meaning 

‘El (אל) — “mighty one,” “strength,” “power,” “authority.” 

 

‘Elyon (עליון) — from the root עלה (alah), meaning “to go up,” “to ascend,” “to be high.” It 

describes elevation, supremacy, the highest place. 

 

Together, ‘El ‘Elyon means The Mighty One, the Highest — the One who is exalted above all 

others, in rank, authority, and holiness. 

 

In the ancient Near East, kings and nations worshiped many “high” gods — but to call YHWH 

‘El ‘Elyon is to declare that none are higher. No other being — spiritual, celestial, or earthly — 

stands above Him. 

 

First Mention and Context 

Genesis 14 is significant: this is the first appearance of ‘El ‘Elyon, and it comes not from 

Abraham’s lips, but from Melchizedek’s. 

 

Why? 

 

Because it establishes from the outset that the Most-High God is not the tribal deity of a single 

people, but the Supreme Ruler acknowledged even by righteous men outside ‘Abraham’s own line. 

 

Abram responds in verse 22: 

 

I have lifted my hand to YHWH, El Elyon, Possessor of heaven and 

earth…  (Gen. 14:22) 

 

Here, ‘Abram binds YHWH (the Covenant Name) to ‘El ‘Elyon (the supreme title), showing that 

the God he serves is not just Israel’s God — He is the Most-High over all creation. 
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Pictographic Meaning 

In the ancient pictographs: 

 

• Ayin (ע) — eye, to see, to know. 

• Lamed (ל) — staff, authority, guidance. 

• Yod (י) — hand, work, deed. 

• Vav (ו) — nail, secure, connect. 

• Nun (ן) — seed, life, continuance. 

 

From this, ‘Elyon can be pictured as:  

 

The One whose eye sees all, whose authority guides, whose hand secures life forever. 

 

Covenant and Kingship 

Psalm declares: 

 

For YHWH Most-High (YHWH ‘Elyon) is awesome, a great King 

over all the earth.  (Ps. 47:2) 

 

Here, ‘El ‘Elyon is not simply “above” in a spatial sense — He is above in jurisdiction. His reign 

extends over every nation, whether they acknowledge Him or not. His authority covers both the 

heavens (where His throne is established) and the earth (His footstool, which He possesses). 

 

In Isaiah 14:13–14, the prophet records the arrogant boasts of a ruler — identified in the passage 

as the king of Babylon — who sought to elevate himself beyond all others: 

 

I will ascend into heaven; I will exalt my throne above the stars of 

God… I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will be like 

the Most-High. (Isaiah 14:13–14) 

 

In its original context, this is not a mythic account of a primordial devil’s fall, but a taunt-song 

directed against a human king whose pride had swelled to godlike delusion. The imagery draws 

from the hubris of ancient Near Eastern monarchs, who often claimed divine status and cosmic 

authority. 

 

Yet, whether earthly or spiritual, the rebellion is the same in essence: to grasp for the place of ‘El 

‘Elyon — to claim the highest throne, the supreme authority, the glory that belongs to YHWH 

alone. The point is not to give Satan a backstory here, but to declare that no one — man or spirit 

— can truly ascend to the place of the Most-High. 

 

Why It Matters in the Journey 
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If ‘Elohim shows us His creative power and YHWH reveals His Covenant heart, ‘El ‘Elyon assures 

us that there is no higher court of appeal, no greater throne, no rival who can overturn His decrees. 

 

When we pray to ‘El ‘Elyon, we are not hoping our God is stronger than others — we are 

confessing that all other powers are beneath His feet. It means that when He promises, no one can 

break it; when He decrees, no one can reverse it; when He calls, no one can silence Him. 

 

 

It began in flame. 

 

The mountain shook. Trumpet blasts rolled like waves across the wilderness. Smoke rose as if the 

summit had been plunged into a furnace. Lightning cracked through the darkness, and the people 

trembled at the Voice that tore the sky. 

 

Sinai was no gentle sunrise. It was the arrival of the Sovereign. 

 

Here, YHWH revealed Himself not in the whispers of the garden, but in the raw, unfiltered display 

of power — fire that consumes yet gives life, sound that crushes yet calls. And yet, in another 

moment and another place, He would speak not through quaking earth but through the still, small 

voice that reached the weary heart of a prophet hiding in a cave. 

 

The God of Israel is not bound to one volume, one tone, one method. He can shake the ground 

until knees buckle, or He can breathe a whisper so soft it pierces deeper than thunder. 

 

YHWH Describes Himself 

Of all the voices we might listen to — prophets, priests, scribes, kings — none carries the weight 

of hearing YHWH describe Himself. And He does so, in one of the most profound moments in 

Scripture, as He passes before Mosheh on Mount Sinai: 

 

YHWH, YHWH — El, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

and abundant in Covenant-loyalty and truth; keeping Covenant-

loyalty to thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin; 

yet by no means leaving the guilty unpunished, visiting the iniquity 

of the fathers upon the children and the children’s children, to the 

third and fourth generation (Exodus 34:6–7). 

 

This is not man’s guesswork about God. This is YHWH’s own definition of His nature — the 

banner He raises over His people to say, this is who I AM. 

 

Notice the balance: 
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• Compassionate and gracious — His heart moves toward the weak and the undeserving. 

• Slow to anger — He withholds judgment far longer than our sins deserve. 

• Abundant in Covenant-loyalty (chesed) and truth (emet) — love that does not break, truth 

that does not bend. 

• Forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin — there is no category of guilt too great for 

His mercy. 

• Yet not leaving the guilty unpunished — His mercy is not weakness; His justice is not 

cruelty. 

 

This is the portrait YHWH paints of Himself: the perfect joining of mercy and justice, patience 

and truth, compassion and holiness. 

 

Fire and Fear 

When He spoke from the mountain, the people drew back in terror, begging Mosheh to speak to 

them instead. They had never seen such power, and they feared it would consume them. And yet, 

this same God would invite Mosheh into the thick darkness where He was. 

 

The fire is not meant to destroy the faithful; it is meant to burn away the false, the impure, the 

unworthy. His presence is dangerous not because He is cruel, but because nothing false can survive 

before the truth of who He IS. 

 

Silence and Stillness 

Centuries later, Eliyahu the prophet would stand on another mountain, shattered in spirit, longing 

to see YHWH’s glory. There was wind, but YHWH was not in the wind. There was an earthquake, 

but YHWH was not in the earthquake. There was fire, but YHWH was not in the fire. And then — 

a thin whisper, a voice gentle enough to draw the prophet out of his cave without fear. 

 

The lesson? YHWH’s voice is not confined to one form. He is the God of Sinai’s fire and the God 

of Horeb’s whisper. He will thunder to shake the proud, and He will whisper to heal the broken. 

 

Here in Gate 2, we see the paradox: 

 

• The Voice that shakes the nations is also the Voice that steadies the soul. 

• The same mouth that commands the lightning speaks comfort to the weary. 

 

And both the fire and the silence tell us the same thing: HE IS HERE. 

“My Ways Are Not Your Ways” — The Higher Path of YHWH 

 

From Sinai’s trembling heights to Horeb’s gentle whisper, one thing becomes unshakably clear:  
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• The Ways of YHWH do not run in the channels carved by human thought. 

• Where we build roads to our own glory, He paves paths to humility. 

• Where we rush to judge, He waits with patience. 

• Where we demand vengeance, He offers mercy. 

• And where we think strength is in the sword, He shows that true strength is in Covenant 

Faithfulness. 

 

Through the prophet Yeshayahu (Isaiah), YHWH says: 

 

For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My 

ways, declares YHWH.  For as the heavens are higher than the 

earth, so are My ways higher than your ways and My thoughts than 

your thoughts (Isaiah 55:8–9). 

 

This is not just a poetic reminder that “God is bigger.” It is an invitation to see that His way of 

ruling, redeeming, and restoring is utterly unlike the way of kings, armies, and empires. 

 

Exodus 34:6–7 — The Living Example of Higher Ways 

When YHWH revealed Himself to Mosheh, He gave a definition of His character that stunned 

human expectation: 

 

YHWH, YHWH — ‘El, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

and abundant in covenant-loyalty and truth; keeping covenant-

loyalty to thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin; 

yet by no means leaving the guilty unpunished…  (Ex. 34:6-7) 

 

If a human king had been wronged by a people over and over again, his “higher way” would mean 

overwhelming them with power until they submitted or were destroyed.  But YHWH’s higher way 

is to begin with compassion.  Before the warnings of justice, He speaks mercy.  Before the fire of 

judgment, He offers the breath of forgiveness. 

 

• Compassion and Grace — Where we might respond to insult with anger, He bends toward 

the broken. 

• Slow to Anger — Where we lash out, He waits. 

• Abundant in Covenant-Loyalty and Truth — Where we are conditional, He is steady. 

• Forgiving — Where we tally debts, He erases them for the repentant. 

 

• Yet Just — Where we overlook wrong or call evil good, He refuses to compromise 

righteousness. 
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This balance of mercy and justice is not something we invented. It is the way of the One whose 

throne is founded on righteousness and truth — a way so much higher than ours that we often can’t 

see it until we stand in it. 

 

From Fire to Whisper — Why This Matters 

At Sinai, His way was fire — visible, undeniable power. 

At Horeb, His way was whisper — invisible, intimate presence. 

Both are expressions of the same heart: to draw His people into relationship, not drive them away 

in terror. 

 

We expect the Almighty to conquer with noise, but He often wins with silence.  We think the 

greatest display of power is to crush enemies; He shows the greatest power in restoring them to 

Covenant.  This is what makes His ways higher — not simply stronger, but better, truer, and 

eternally life-giving. 

 

The Higher Ways in the Stories of His People 

 

Proof Through Story — The Higher Ways of YHWH in Action 

YHWH’s “higher ways” are not abstract ideals carved into stone; they are living, breathing realities 

woven into the history of His people. Again and again, His actions have stunned human 

expectations — not because He is unpredictable in nature, but because His nature is higher than 

ours. 

 

Abraham — Choosing the Unlikely 

When YHWH sought a man through whom to bless all nations, He did not choose the most 

powerful king or the most cultured nation. He chose a wandering Aramean with no children, no 

land, and no claim to greatness. 

 

By human reasoning, a nation begins with armies, wealth, and influence.  By YHWH’s reasoning, 

a nation begins with a man who will teach his children to walk in righteousness and justice.   

 

For I know him, that he will command his children and his 

household after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do 

justice and judgment; that the LORD may bring upon Abraham that 

which he hath spoken of him.  (Genesis 18:19). 

 

 

 

David — Anointing the Overlooked 

When the prophet Shmuel went to anoint a new king over Israel, he saw the tall, impressive Eliav 

and thought, surely this is YHWH’s chosen. But YHWH said: 
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Man looks at the outward appearance, but YHWH looks at the heart 

(1 Samuel 16:7). 

 

David was the youngest son, left in the fields to tend sheep. No one — not even his father — 

thought to bring him forward. Yet YHWH saw in him a shepherd’s heart, one who would lead His 

people with integrity and courage. 

 

Israel in the Wilderness — Provision in the Impossible 

When YHWH led Israel out of Egypt, human wisdom would have chosen the shortest route, 

abundant supplies, and immediate settlement. Instead, He led them into the wilderness, where there 

was no food, no water, and no shelter — except what He would provide. 

 

Manna from the sky, water from the rock, and a pillar of cloud and fire became their daily reality. 

His higher way was to teach dependence, faith, and covenant trust — lessons that no lush field or 

fortified city could have taught them. 

 

The Thread That Binds Them 

In each of these, the pattern is the same: 

 

• Man chooses the strong; YHWH chooses the faithful. 

• Man trusts what he can see; YHWH teaches trust in what is unseen. 

• Man builds security with walls; YHWH builds it with His presence. 

 

His ways are higher not because they are unknowable, but because they are pure — untainted by 

selfishness, pride, or fear. And as we step from the fire of Sinai to the whisper of Horeb, we see 

that His higher ways are always leading His people to life, even when the path looks nothing like 

we expected. 

 

Phase II: His Ways 

 

The God of Scripture is not a formless idea, nor a distant force who set the world spinning and 

then stepped away. He walks. He acts. He moves with purpose. And the paths He walks are not 

random trails through the wilderness — they are carved in righteousness from before the 

foundations of the earth. 

 

When Torah speaks of His ways, it is not talking about habits or moods, but about the eternal 

patterns by which He rules the cosmos and governs His people. To know His ways is to begin to 

understand why He acts as He does — and to align our steps with His. 
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Justice — Mishpat 

In our courts, justice bends with politics and bribes. In YHWH’s court, justice is steady as the 

mountains.  Mishpat is not merely punishment for wrongdoing — it is the right ordering of life, 

the restoring of balance according to His Covenant.  When YHWH judges, it is not to crush for 

sport, but to heal what has been twisted. 

 

Mercy — Chesed 

Where human mercy is often a momentary softening, chesed is Covenant loyalty in action — love 

that holds steady even when betrayed.  This mercy does not ignore sin; it covers it in a way that 

restores relationship without compromising truth. 

 

Patience — Erekh Appayim 

Literally “long of nose” in Hebrew — a picture of someone who takes a long time to flare in anger. 

We grow impatient in days; He waits through generations. His patience is not passivity, but a 

deliberate holding back, giving time for repentance before judgment comes. 

 

Fire 

Fire is the element most often tied to His presence — not because He destroys without thought, 

but because He is pure and consuming. His fire illuminates, purifies, and yes, burns away all that 

defiles. It is both dangerous and life-giving, depending on how we approach Him. 

 

Jealousy — Qanna 

Human jealousy is rooted in insecurity; YHWH’s jealousy is rooted in covenant love.  He will not 

share the devotion of His people with false gods, because to worship another is to walk into death.  

His jealousy protects the life of the covenant as a husband guards his marriage. 

 

Compassion — Rachamim 

From the Hebrew root rechem — “womb.”  His compassion is like that of a mother who carries 

and nourishes life within herself. It is tender, fiercely protective, and willing to bear suffering for 

the sake of the beloved. 

 

Eternality 

He is the One outside of time — past, present, and future as one eternal now. While we measure 

life in fleeting moments, He sees the entire tapestry at once. This is why He can make promises 

centuries in advance and keep them without fail. 

 

 

Unchanging Nature 

 

I, YHWH, do not change...  (Malachi 3:6) 

 



Who is YHWH?  Walking the Ancient Path 

18 
 

His character is not altered by shifting cultures or the rise and fall of empires. What He calls 

righteous is righteous forever; what He calls sin is sin forever. 

 

Set-Apartness — Holiness 

His holiness (qodesh) is not merely moral purity — it is otherness. He is in a category all His own, 

distinct from all creation. Holiness is the blazing reality that He is not like us, yet calls us to be 

like Him. 

 

Self-Existence 

All depends on Him; He depends on nothing. He was not created, not sustained by anything outside 

Himself. This is the bedrock of His authority — He alone is the source of life. 

 

The Paths He Walks — Illustrated in His People’s Story 

 

Justice — Mishpat 

 

Example: Nathan confronts David (2 Samuel 12) 

David sinned grievously in the matter of Uriah and Bathsheba. Many earthly kings would have 

silenced the prophet who dared accuse them.  But YHWH’s justice would not allow the sin to 

remain hidden. Through Nathan’s parable, the truth was brought to light, the guilty confessed, and 

judgment was issued — yet even that judgment was tempered by mercy. Justice in YHWH’s court 

always aims to restore the order His righteousness requires. 

 

Mercy — Chesed 

 

Example: Israel after the golden calf (Exodus 32–34) 

At Sinai, Israel broke Covenant almost as soon as they had received it, worshiping the calf. The 

human way would have been to destroy them and start over.  Instead, YHWH allowed Moses to 

intercede. He forgave, renewed the Covenant, and continued to dwell among them — not because 

they deserved it, but because His Covenant loyalty (chesed) holds steady even when His people 

falter. 

 

Patience — Erekh Appayim 

 

Example: The wilderness wanderings (Numbers 14; Deuteronomy 8) 

For forty years, YHWH endured the grumbling, doubt, and rebellion of Israel. A human leader 

would have abandoned them long before, or crushed them in frustration.  But YHWH waited — 

generation after generation — until the people were ready to inherit the promise. His patience was 

not weakness; it was deliberate, giving time for the stubborn to be humbled and the faithful to be 

raised up. 
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Fire — The Consuming Presence 

 

Example: Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18) 

When Elijah stood against the prophets of Baal, the contest ended not with words but with fire 

from heaven — a blaze so fierce it consumed the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and even the 

water in the trench.  Fire revealed who was truly God. But that same fire, when it descended on 

the altar of the Tabernacle (Leviticus 9:24), signaled acceptance and blessing. The difference? 

Covenant alignment. To the faithful, fire purifies; to the false, it consumes. 

 

Jealousy — Qanna 

 

Example: The covenant at Sinai (Exodus 34:14) 

YHWH declares:   

 

You shall not bow to another god, for YHWH — whose Name is 

Jealous (Qanna) — is a jealous God.  (Ex. 34:14) 

 

This jealousy is not petty insecurity; it is Covenant protectiveness. Like a husband guarding his 

marriage, YHWH will not share His people’s worship with lifeless idols. It is love that refuses to 

allow His bride to walk into destruction. 

 

Compassion — Rachamim 

 

Example: The call to return in Hosea (Hosea 11:8–9) 

Even after centuries of idolatry, YHWH speaks tenderly to Israel:  

 

How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel? 

how shall I make thee as Admah? how shall I set thee as Zeboim? 

mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.  

I will not execute the fierceness of mine anger, I will not return to 

destroy Ephraim: for I am God, and not man; the Holy One in the 

midst of thee: and I will not enter into the city. (Hosea 11:8-9) 

 

He disciplines, but He cannot abandon. His compassion is like the womb from which life first 

came — fiercely protective and deeply personal. 

 

 

Eternality, Unchanging Nature, Holiness, and Self-Existence 

 

Example: The promise to the patriarchs (Genesis 17) 
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Generations pass, kingdoms rise and fall, yet YHWH remains who He is. The God who spoke to 

Abraham is the same who heard the cries of Israel in Egypt, the same who revealed Himself at 

Sinai, the same who will restore all things. His Covenant promises do not expire, because He 

Himself does not alter in essence or faithfulness. 

 

And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the 

children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of 

Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto 

you: this is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all 

generations.  (Exodus 3:15) 

 

For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore, ye sons of Jacob are 

not consumed.  (Malachi 3:6) 

 

 

The Convergence of His Paths 

Every step He takes is consistent with every other step.  His justice never contradicts His mercy; 

His fire is never without compassion; His jealousy is never without love.  When He walks, He 

does not leave one trait behind to display another — He carries them all, whole and unbroken, in 

perfect harmony. 

 

We see it when He judges a king yet restores a kingdom.  We see it when He burns against idolatry 

yet bends to forgive.  We see it when He waits through generations, holding back the flood of 

judgment so that even one more might turn and live. 

 

The paths He walks are ancient and unchanging.  They do not erode with time, nor shift with 

culture, nor bow to human opinion.  They are cut deep into the bedrock of eternity, flowing from 

who He is — the self-existent, set-apart One, the same yesterday, today, and forever. 

 

And here is the awe-inspiring truth: He invites His people to walk these same paths.  To do justice 

as He does, to show mercy as He shows mercy, to burn with holy jealousy for His Covenant, to 

extend compassion from the depths, to stand unshaken in righteousness.  To walk His ways is not 

to mimic Him poorly, but to be transformed by walking with Him until His steps become our own. 

 

The Psalmist says,  

 

All the paths of YHWH are mercy and truth to those who keep His 

covenant and His testimonies (Psalm 25:10). 

 

These are not just His paths — they are the way home. 
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Phase IV: How He Thinks 

 

Every choice YHWH makes flows from the unshakable center of His character.  He does not love 

what is fleeting; He does not hate on a whim. His loves and His hates are rooted in eternal truth, 

and they are revealed in how He interacts with creation, His people, and even His enemies.  When 

we learn what He loves, we see what will flourish in His kingdom.  When we learn what He hates, 

we see what cannot survive before His throne. 

 

What YHWH Loves 

 

Justice — Mishpat 

He delights in justice because it reflects His own nature — rightness in action, order that protects 

the vulnerable and honors the Covenant. 

 

He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the LORD 

require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with thy God?  (Micah 6:8) 

 

Righteousness — Tzedakah 

This is not merely moral behavior, but living in alignment with His will. Righteousness is love 

expressed through obedience to His Torah. 

 

Faithfulness — Emunah 

He loves steadfastness — loyalty that holds through storms, through temptation, through waiting. 

Faithfulness mirrors His own constancy. 

 

Humble Obedience 

Pride resists His authority; humility yields to it. He loves those who walk softly before Him, not 

demanding their own way, but seeking His. 

 

What YHWH Hates 

 

Idolatry 

Not just bowing to carved images, but trusting in anything more than Him — wealth, power, self, 

or foreign gods. Idolatry is Covenant betrayal. 

 

Deceit 

He is truth; therefore, lies are an assault on His very being. A lying tongue, false witness, or any 

distortion of truth is intolerable to Him. 
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Oppression 

He hates the abuse of power — whether against the poor, the foreigner, the widow, or the orphan. 

Oppression is the opposite of His justice. 

 

Covenant-Breaking 

To break covenant is to treat His word as worthless. He hates treachery because it wounds 

relationship and destroys trust. 

 

His Judgment Style 

 

Measured 

YHWH’s judgment is never rash. He weighs the matter, warns, and gives space for repentance 

before acting. 

 

Slow to Anger 

His patience is part of His love — He gives generations the opportunity to turn before the final 

verdict falls. 

 

Generational Thinking 

When He blesses, it reaches to a thousand generations; when He punishes, it may extend to the 

third or fourth — always measured, never disproportionate. 

 

His Use of Covenant, Order, Pattern, and Rhythm 

YHWH’s thinking is not random; it follows the structure of His Covenant.   

 

• His order is woven into creation itself — the cycles of days, seasons, and years; the 

Appointed Times (mo’edim); the Sabbaths. 

 

• His patterns are consistent — mercy before judgment, warning before wrath, restoration 

after repentance. 

 

• His rhythm is that of a master craftsman — every act deliberate, every decision tied to 

the eternal blueprint He has revealed in His Torah. 

 

The Things He Loves — in Action 

 

Justice — Mishpat 

Example: Solomon’s Judgment (1 Kings 3:16–28) 
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When two women came before King Solomon, each claiming to be the mother of the same child, 

Solomon’s ruling revealed the truth — not by force, but by wisdom.  This reflected YHWH’s own 

heart for justice: to discern rightly, to protect the innocent, and to restore order. 

 

Why He loves it: Justice safeguards the weak and reflects the fairness embedded in His Torah. 

 

Righteousness — Tzedakah 

 

Example: Phinehas the priest (Numbers 25:6–13) 

When Israel fell into idolatry with Moab, Phinehas acted with zeal to stop the sin. YHWH called 

this “righteousness” because it aligned perfectly with His Covenant standards. 

 

Why He loves it: Righteousness is action that keeps His people in Covenant alignment with Him. 

 

Faithfulness — Emunah 

 

Example: Ruth the Moabitess (Ruth 1:16–17; 2:11–12) 

Though she could have returned to her people, Ruth clung to Naomi and to the God of Israel. She 

kept faith in hardship, trusting YHWH’s provision in a foreign land. 

 

Why He loves it: Faithfulness mirrors His own constancy — the steadfast love that endures. 

 

Humble Obedience 

 

Example: King Josiah (2 Kings 22–23) 

When the Book of the Torah was found, Josiah humbled himself, tore his garments, and led the 

nation in repentance and Covenant renewal.   

 

Why He loves it: Humility makes room for His authority, inviting His blessings instead of His 

opposition. 

 

The Things He Hates — in Action 

 

Idolatry 

 

Example: The golden calf (Exodus 32) 

Israel’s worship of the calf broke Covenant within days of making it. This betrayal stirred His 

righteous anger because it replaced the glory of the living God with a lifeless image. 

 

 

Deceit 
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Example: Gehazi’s lie to Elisha (2 Kings 5:20–27) 

After Elisha refused gifts from Naaman, Gehazi secretly pursued him, fabricated a story to take 

silver and clothing, and then lied to Elisha’s face about it.  The deceit was not merely against a 

man — it was against the God whose power had just brought healing. The consequence was 

immediate: the leprosy of Naaman clung to Gehazi and his descendants. 

 

Why He hates it: Falsehood corrodes trust, pollutes the Covenant community, and misrepresents 

His name before the nations. 

 

Oppression 

 

Example: Ahab’s seizure of Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings 21) 

Using royal power to steal from a righteous man drew YHWH’s judgment on both Ahab and 

Jezebel. He hates when power is used to crush rather than protect. 

 

Covenant-Breaking 

 

Example: Judah’s unfaithfulness in Jeremiah’s day (Jeremiah 11:9–11) 

They broke the Covenant by following other gods, prompting YHWH to declare judgment — not 

because He sought their ruin, but because betrayal poisons the relationship that brings life. 

 

The Pattern in His Heart 

Whether in His loves or His hates, we see the same truth: YHWH values Covenant loyalty, truth, 

and life — and He opposes whatever destroys them. His thinking is not swayed by human opinion, 

but anchored in eternal rightness. 

 

The Heartbeat of His Mind 

The things YHWH loves are not passing moods; they are eternal currents flowing from the center 

of His being.  Justice, righteousness, faithfulness, humble obedience — these are the treasures of 

His heart, the pillars of His throne, the qualities that make His kingdom a place of life. 

 

And the things He hates are not petty dislikes; they are the cancers that kill Covenant life. Idolatry 

robs Him of the devotion that protects His people. Deceit fractures trust. Oppression crushes the 

image of God in man. Covenant-breaking tears apart the bond He formed with His own hand. 

 

To walk in His love is to align ourselves with the eternal — to step into a stream that has flowed 

since creation’s dawn and will flow beyond the end of days.  To persist in what He hates is to resist 

the order of the universe itself, for the universe was made in His ways. 
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His mind is not clouded, His values do not shift, and His standards do not bend.  As the heavens 

are higher than the earth, so are His ways higher than ours, and His loves and hates are the compass 

by which He steers all creation toward its appointed end. 

 

Phase V:  The Manifest Presence of YHWH 

 

From the first rustle of His footsteps in the Garden to the blinding visions of the prophets, the story 

of Scripture is the story of a God who is both hidden and revealed — unapproachable in His 

essence, yet choosing moments to let His people taste the weight of His presence. 

 

The Hebrew word for glory — בוֹד  .means weight, heaviness, substance — (kavod) כָּ

When His glory appeared, it was never a mere visual spectacle; it was reality pressing into reality, 

heaven bending down to touch the earth.  It was the cloud that led, the fire that consumed, the 

voice that thundered and whispered, the radiance that no mortal could behold without trembling. 

 

We will walk through these appearances as if stepping into them ourselves: 

 

Eden — The Footsteps in the Garden  

 

And they heard the voice of the LORD God walking in the garden in 

the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the LORD God amongst the trees of the garden.   

(Gen. 3:8) 

 

Before there was sin, His presence was normal. The sound of Him walking — not a storm, not an 

earthquake, just the gentle approach of the Creator to the dust He had breathed upon. 

 

The Covenant Confirmed — Avraham’s Vision  

 

And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, and it was dark, 

behold a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp that passed between 

those pieces.  (Genesis 15:17) 

 

A smoking furnace and a blazing torch passing between the pieces. A Covenant sealed not with 

ink, but with fire and darkness — the Creator Himself binding His word to a man. 

 

Sinai — The Mountain That Burned (Exodus 19–20; 24:9–11) 

Thunder, lightning, thick cloud, and the blast of a shofar that grew louder and louder — until the 

whole mountain trembled.  Yet amid the fire and smoke, the elders of Israel saw the God of Israel, 

and under His feet was something like a pavement of sapphire, as clear as the heavens themselves. 
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The Mishkan — Glory Filling the Tent  

 

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the glory of 

the LORD filled the tabernacle.  And Moses was not able to enter 

into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon, 

and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.  And when the cloud 

was taken up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went 

onward in all their journeys:  But if the cloud were not taken up, 

then they journeyed not till the day that it was taken up.  For the 

cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on 

it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their 

journeys.  (Exodus 40:34–38) 

 

When the Tabernacle was completed, the cloud covered it and the kavod YHWH filled it so fully 

that even Mosheh could not enter.  The cloud by day, the fire by night — His presence dwelling in 

the midst of His people, not above them on a mountain, but with them in the camp. 

 

The Temple — Glory in the House  

 

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the holy 

place, that the cloud filled the house of the LORD, so that the priests 

could not stand to minister because of the cloud: for the glory of the 

LORD had filled the house of the LORD.  (1 Kings 8:10–11) 

 

When Solomon dedicated the Temple, the priests could not stand to minister because the cloud 

filled the house of YHWH. The kavod was not symbolic — it was tangible, overwhelming, and 

unstoppable. 

 

The Departing Glory — Ezekiel’s Vision (Ezekiel 10–11) 

In one of the most tragic visions of Scripture, Ezekiel saw the glory depart from the Temple 

because of the people’s corruption. The chariot-throne rose from above the cheruvim and moved 

east — the weight of His presence lifting from the city. 

 

The Promised Return — Future Glory (Isaiah 60; Ezekiel 43) 

The prophets speak of a day when His glory will fill the whole earth as the waters cover the sea, 

when He will dwell with His people and the nations will walk by His light. 

 

The Thousand Appearances of His Glory 

It begins in the hush of Eden. 
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The garden breathes with life — leaves whispering, rivers singing their silver songs — and then… 

a sound unlike any other.  Not the rush of wind, not the roar of water, but the steady rhythm of 

footsteps.  The Creator walks among His creation. No fire, no smoke — only the nearness that 

makes the soul feel whole. 

 

The scene shifts — a night sky over the hills of Canaan, black and endless, pierced by the light of 

stars. A man stands among the cut pieces of sacrifice, trembling.  And then… darkness thick as 

cloth falls, pierced by a blazing torch and a smoking furnace, moving between the pieces.  No 

man’s hand guides them. No mortal dares follow.  It is the Covenant Himself, walking the ancient 

path, binding eternity to a childless wanderer. 

 

Now the air is thin and sharp.   

A mountain rises before you, wrapped in cloud, crowned with fire.  Lightning rips the sky.  Thunder 

rolls like the beating of war drums.  A shofar blast swells — louder, and louder, and louder still — 

until your bones ache with its sound.  And in the midst of this terror, sapphire pavement shines 

beneath the feet of the God of Israel, clear as the heavens, untouched by dust. 

 

But the fire comes down. 

It settles into a tent of skins and gold in the heart of the camp.  The cloud covers it by day, fire 

glows within by night.  The kavod (glory) fills it so wholly that even Mosheh could not enter.  

Here, the Unapproachable dwells in the midst of His people. 

 

The years turn. 

A house of stone and cedar rises on Mount Moriah.  Priests in white robes prepare to minister, but 

they cannot stand — for the cloud has filled the House, and the weight of His presence presses like 

the sea on every heart. 

 

But the vision darkens. 

By the river Chebar, a prophet sees the throne-chariot of glory rise from the Temple and move 

toward the east.  The people remain, but the Presence has left — the city stands crowned with 

emptiness. 

 

Yet the story does not end in absence. 

The prophets see a day when His glory will cover the earth like the waters cover the sea, when the 

nations will walk by His light, when the dwelling place of God will again be with man — and 

never leave. 

 

 

Abba in His Self-Disclosure 
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The gates swing open and we step into the dawn wilderness. Before us stands not a statue, not a 

monument, but a Presence that speaks. This is no second-hand report — here, the Author of all 

things writes His own biography. 

 

We will gather His self-declarations — moments when He opens His mouth and tells the world 

exactly who He is: 

 

YHWH, YHWH — ‘El compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in kindness and truth…  (Ex. 34:6) 

 

I am YHWH — I do not change.  (Mal. 3:6) 

 

Is there any Eloah besides Me? There is no rock; I know not one.  

(Is. 44:8) 

 

And then, with a voice that anchors the cosmos, He declares: 

 

I am the First and I am the Last.  (Is. 44:6) 

 

Here we learn that He is not speaking of a Greek, philosophical timelessness — an abstract idea 

of being “outside” of time — but of His Hebrew Covenant faithfulness. He was there at the 

beginning to speak the heavens and earth into being; He will be there at the end to bring His 

Covenant to its fulfillment. 

 

His relationship to creation is not distant. He is the God of beginnings and endings, the One whose 

eternal nature guarantees that His word will not fail. From the first breath of light to the final 

trumpet, His presence bookends history. 

 

This is Abba, not as we describe Him, but as He describes Himself. 

 

His relationship to creation: the God of beginnings and endings. 

 

How His eternal nature anchors His faithfulness. 

 

“I am the First and I am the Last” — and why that is not Greek “timelessness” but Hebrew 

covenant faithfulness. 

 

The gates swing open and we step into the wilderness at dawn.  Here there is no echo of prophets, 

no voice of teachers — only the voice of YHWH Himself, declaring His own nature, His own 

relationship to His creation. 
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We will gather these declarations as one gathers priceless gems, turning each in the light until its 

beauty and weight are felt in the soul. 

 

The great doors stand before us, formed not by human hands. Above them, carved into the lintel, 

are the ancient letters — אֲנִי יְהוָה (Ani YHWH) — “I am YHWH.” The gates hum softly, not with 

sound, but with the resonance of His Name. 

 

When they open, we do not find a narrow hallway but a vast wilderness at dawn. The first light 

of day stretches across the horizon, spilling warmth over stone and sand. A voice calls from the 

brightness ahead: 

 

“Come, and I will show you who I am — not through the words of 

others, but from My own lips.” 

 

Here, in Gate 6, we do not hear second-hand accounts, not even the most faithful echoes of 

prophets and psalmists. We hear ‘Abba’ Himself. These are the moments when He pulls back the 

veil and declares His nature, His works, His relationship to creation. 

 

And within every word — though not always spoken outright — is something that cries out louder 

than thunder and softer than a whisper: Abba has an insatiable longing for the fellowship and 

nearness of mankind. He made the heavens, yet desires the company of human hearts. He holds 

galaxies in His hands, yet He reaches out for our hands. 

 

The Declarations of Abba 

Like stepping stones in a river, each of these is a fixed point of truth, anchoring us to His character: 

 

Compassion and Truth 

 

YHWH, YHWH — ‘El compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in kindness and truth  (Ex. 34:6) 

 

Unchanging Nature 

 

I am YHWH — I do not change  (Mal. 3:6) 

 

No Other Rock 

 

Is there any Eloah besides Me? There is no rock; I know not one   

(Is. 44:8) 

 

First and Last 
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I am the First and I am the Last, and besides Me there is no Elohim  

(Is. 44:6) 

 

Here we see not the Greek idea of a God suspended in “timelessness,” but the Hebrew reality of 

a Covenant-Keeper — present at the beginning to establish His Covenant, and present at the end 

to fulfill it. 

 

Maker of All 

 

I made the earth and created mankind upon it; My own hands 

stretched out the heavens, and I commanded all their host   

(Is. 45:12) 

 

The Only Savior 

 

I, I am YHWH, and besides Me there is no savior (Is. 43:11) 

 

Eternal King 

 

YHWH is the true Elohim; He is the living Elohim and the 

everlasting King (Jer. 10:10) 

 

These are not merely a description or theological statements; they are invitations – a royal 

proclamation.  They are not theology, but testimonies.  They are not man reaching for God – they 

are YHWH opening the doors of His heart. Each one carries an unspoken plea: “Know Me. Walk 

with Me. Stay near Me,” “This is Who I AM.” 

 

In the next steps, we will walk from gem to gem, pausing at each to let its light sink into us — 

feeling both the weight of truth and the warmth of the One who speaks it. 

 

 

Gem 1 — Compassion and Truth (Blue Sapphire) 

Color: Deep celestial blue — the color of the heavens, like the pavement beneath 

YHWH’s feet seen at Sinai (Ex. 24:10). 

Symbolism: Purity, covenant faithfulness, divine truth, and heavenly authority. Blue 

sapphire has long been a symbol of loyalty and steadfast love — qualities that mirror YHWH’s 

heart in this declaration. 

 

YHWH, YHWH — ‘El compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, 

abounding in kindness and truth.  (Ex. 34:6) 
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This is no casual introduction.  The scene is Sinai; the mountain wrapped in cloud and fire. Yet 

here, Abba does not open with His power or judgment, but with compassion and truth. 

 

The double call of His Name — YHWH, YHWH — beats like the two chambers of a heart, the 

rhythm of eternity. Compassion (rachum) carries the image of the womb — the place of nurture, 

safety, and life’s first embrace. 

 

“Gracious” (chanun) follows — the unearned favor that opens His hand before we can lift ours. 

“Slow to anger” is literally long of nostrils (erek appayim), the image of holding breath, holding 

back wrath, making space for repentance. 

 

Yet compassion and grace are anchored in “kindness and truth” — chesed and ‘emet. 

 

• Chesed: Covenant devotion, the love that will not let go. 

• ‘Emet: firmness, reliability, truth that does not bend. 

 

Here is Abba’s self-portrait: mercy overflowing, bound to truth, unwilling to abandon either. 

 

And beneath the words, His silent invitation: 

 

✧ ✦  “This is who I am — come near. I made you for this.”  ✧ ✦ 

 

 

Gem 2 — Unchanging Nature (Emerald) 

Color: Rich, vibrant green — the color of life that does not fade, like the eternal 

renewal of the earth after rain.   

Symbolism: Endurance, constancy, and hope. In ancient times, emeralds were treasured for their 

unchanging color, even in the harshest light — a fitting reflection of YHWH’s nature that remains 

the same in every season. 

 

✧ ✦  I am YHWH — I do not change (Mal. 3:6)  ✧ ✦ 

 

The world around us shifts like sand in the wind — kings rise and fall, seasons turn, empires 

crumble, and even the mountains are worn down by time. But here, Abba speaks a truth that stands 

above every change: “I do not change.” 

 

This is not mere immovability. His unchanging nature means His Covenant promises will not be 

altered, His standards will not be revised, and His mercy will not be withdrawn. What He spoke 

to the first generation still stands for the last. 
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Like the green that reappears in spring after winter’s death, His constancy brings renewal and 

stability. His faithfulness is not affected by our unfaithfulness — it is the anchor that holds in every 

storm. 

 

And beneath the declaration is the same tender invitation: 

 

✧ ✦  “I will not turn away from you. Come — rest in who I am,  

for I am the same yesterday, today, and forever.”  ✧ ✦ 

 

 

Gem 3 — No Other Rock (Diamond) 

Color: Brilliant white with flashes of rainbow light — the pure clarity of unbreakable 

truth. 

Symbolism: Strength, purity, and unmatched value. The diamond, the hardest natural 

substance known, cannot be broken by any force of man — a perfect image of YHWH as the one 

true Rock, without rival and without flaw. 

 

Is there any Eloah besides Me? There is no rock; I know not one  

(Is. 44:8) 

 

Here Abba throws down a challenge that all the false gods of history cannot answer. He looks 

across the expanse of heaven and earth and finds no equal. His question is not born of ignorance, 

but of absolute certainty: there is no other. 

 

To call Him a “rock” is not poetic exaggeration — it is Covenant language. In Hebrew thought, 

the Rock is the place of refuge, the source of strength, the immovable foundation beneath the 

shifting sands of the world. 

 

Unlike the brittle stones of human security — wealth, power, alliances, even religious systems — 

this Rock does not crack under pressure. He alone holds the weight of eternity. 

 

And in the space between the words, we can still hear His heart: 

 

✧ ✦  “Why stand on what will crumble when you can stand on Me?”  ✧ ✦ 
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Gem 4 — First and Last (Golden Topaz) 

Color: Warm golden amber — the glow of the first sunrise and the last light of 

evening, held together in one stone. 

Symbolism: Completion, fullness, and Covenant faithfulness. Golden topaz has been treasured for 

its ability to catch light and hold it, symbolizing the God who holds the beginning and the end in 

His hands. 

 

I am the First and I am the Last, and besides Me there is no Elohim 

(Is. 44:6) 

 

This is not the Greek idea of a deity suspended in timelessness, aloof from the flow of history. This 

is the Hebrew reality of a Covenant-Keeper — present at the dawn to speak creation into being, 

present at the end to bring His promises to their fulfillment. 

 

He is the First — the God of beginnings. Nothing starts apart from His will, and no covenant is 

made without His voice.  He is the Last — the God of endings. Nothing concludes outside His 

authority, and no word of His will remain unfinished. 

 

The span between the First and the Last is the story of His faithfulness — a God who walks every 

step of history with His people. 

 

And woven through the declaration is the invitation: 

 

✧ ✦  “I was here before you began, and I will be here when your  

days are done. Walk with Me through all the in-between.”   ✧ ✦ 

 

 

 

Gem 5 — Maker of All (Ruby) 

Color: Deep crimson — the color of covenant blood, the pulse of life, and the 

molten fire at the heart of the earth. 

Symbolism: Power, vitality, and unyielding passion. In ancient thought, ruby 

was the “king of stones,” treasured not only for its beauty but for its life-force — a perfect emblem 

of the One whose breath animates all creation. 

 

I made the earth and created mankind upon it; My own hands 

stretched out the heavens, and I commanded all their host (Is. 45:12) 

 

This is no distant architect drafting blueprints in the cold. This is the roaring, living Creator whose 

hands pressed the mountains upward, carved the paths of rivers, and pulled the sky wide like a tent 

for His people. 
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He speaks — I made… I created… I stretched… I commanded. These are not soft words. They are 

the hammer strikes of absolute sovereignty. The dust obeyed when He said “become.” The seas 

stood back when He said “here.” The stars took their posts when He said “shine.” 

 

And man? Not flung into being as an afterthought — but shaped. Held. Formed. Every detail 

intentional. Every breath a gift. The image of His desire stamped into clay, then filled with His 

breath until clay became life. 

 

And humanity? Not an afterthought. He shaped mankind upon the earth as a potter shapes clay, 

with detail and care. The heavens, vast and untouchable to us, are stretched out like a tent above 

our dwelling, ordered by His command. 

 

✧ ✦ “Every grain of earth beneath your feet, every star above your head, is Mine. 

I formed it for My glory — and I formed you to walk in it with Me.” ✧ ✦ 

 

✧ ✦ “I formed all this for you to live in My presence 

— do not live as though I am absent.” ✧ ✦ 

 

 

 

Gem 6 — The Only Savior (Garnet) 

Color: Deep, wine-red with a hidden ember glow — like light trapped inside a stone. 

Symbolism: Deliverance, protection, and the rescuing power of Covenant love. 

Garnet has long been seen as a traveler’s stone — a symbol of safe passage through 

danger, perfectly fitting the One who alone can save. 

 

I, I am YHWH, and besides Me there is no savior (Is. 43:11) 

 

The repetition — I, I am YHWH — is not redundancy. It is thunder. It is the sound of all false 

saviors being silenced. No name in heaven or on earth stands beside His. No hand can deliver apart 

from His. 

 

Salvation here is not the soft comfort of being spared from inconvenience. In Hebrew thought, it 

is rescue in the fiercest sense — to be pulled from the jaws of destruction, to be preserved against 

overwhelming odds, to be restored to wholeness. 
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This is the God who split seas to save His people, who shattered empires to bring them home, who 

lifts the crushed from the dust and sets them among princes. He does not subcontract deliverance. 

He does not share this glory. 

 

✧ ✦ “When the waters rise, it will be My hand you feel. When the night presses 

in, it will be My voice you hear. There is no other — I alone will save you.” ✧ ✦ 

 

 

 

Gem 7 — Eternal King (Amethyst) 

Color: Deep royal purple — the color of kingship, majesty, and enduring sovereignty. 

Symbolism: Authority, holiness, and the permanence of divine rule. Amethyst, long 

treasured by kings and priests, symbolizes a reign uncorrupted and unending — 

fitting for the One whose throne is established forever. 

 

YHWH is the true Elohim; He is the living Elohim and the 

everlasting King (Jer. 10:10) 

 

The kingdoms of men rise like grass in the spring and fall like leaves in autumn. Thrones pass 

from one ruler to another, crowns are taken, empires dissolve into dust. But here, YHWH is 

revealed as the living ‘Elohiym — not a fading legend, not a carved idol, but the Eternal King 

whose reign is without succession and without end. 

 

He is not elected, nor can His authority be challenged. His rule is not limited to one nation or era 

— it stretches over the heavens, the earth, and all the unseen realms. His justice is not swayed by 

bribes, His decrees are not bent by politics, His reign is not marred by corruption. 

 

He does not grow old. His power does not weaken. His wisdom does not fade. He sits enthroned 

in unapproachable majesty, yet leans down to hear the prayers of His people. 

 

✧ ✦ “The crowns of men will crumble, but Mine endures. Walk in My Kingdom 

now, and you will never be without a King.” ✧ ✦ 
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GATE 7: THE CALLING OF THE SONS OF DUST 

 

The voice that thundered in Gate 6 — declaring Who He is — now moves to action. Here we 

watch Him step into history, shaping the destiny of peoples and individuals alike. 

 

His relationship with Israel — chosen not for greatness, but for love. 

His relationship with the nations — blessing all families of the earth. 

His relationship with individuals — Abraham, Moses, David, Job… and us. 

 

The paradox is unmissable: “Draw near” — yet “Do not come too close.” 

He is the God who invites intimacy yet commands awe, whose covenant dealings draw His people 

close without ever ceasing to be holy. 

 

Through this gate we will walk seven covenant acts — each one a gem, each one a living testimony 

of how Abba’s heart, revealed in Gate 6, beats in the world of men. 

 

The Seven Gems of Gate 7 

 

Gem 1 — Deliverer of His People (Red Jasper) 

Exodus from Egypt, parting the Sea, overthrowing oppressors. 

Color: Deep brick red for protection and strength in battle. 

 

Gem 2 — Keeper of Promises (Yellow Citrine) 

From Abraham’s seed to the return from exile — His promises stand. 

Color: Warm golden yellow for steadfast faithfulness. 

 

Gem 3 — Defender of His Name (Onyx) 

Acting for the sake of His Name among the nations. 

Color: Black with bands of white for purity and justice in the face of opposition. 

 

Gem 4 — Preserver of a Remnant (Peridot) 

Never allowing His people to be entirely wiped out, even in judgment. 

Color: Olive green for life preserved through hardship. 

 

Gem 5 — Restorer of the Repentant (Rose Quartz) 

Bringing back the humble after discipline. 

Color: Soft pink for compassion and reconciliation. 

 

Gem 6 — Judge of the Covenant Breakers (Obsidian) 

Righteous judgment to uphold His Covenant. 

Color: Deep volcanic black for severity and truth. 
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Gem 7 — Builder of the Future Kingdom (Blue Lapis Lazuli) 

Laying the foundation for the reign of righteousness to come. 

Color: Royal blue flecked with gold for heavenly rule. 

 

These seven covenant acts are not scattered events in history — they are a living thread, woven by 

the same hand that spun the heavens.  Each one reveals not only what Abba does, but why He does 

it: His love, His justice, His zeal for His Name. 

 

And so, we begin where the sons of dust first saw His might laid bare — when He stretched out 

His arm, shattered the yoke of Egypt, and called His people to walk in freedom. 

 

Gem 1 — Deliverer of His People (Red Jasper) 

Color: Deep brick red — the color of strength, courage, and bloodshed in deliverance. 

Symbolism: Protection, endurance, and Covenant faithfulness in battle. In ancient 

thought, jasper was a warrior’s stone — a sign of steadfast resolve under pressure. 

 

I am YHWH your Elohim, who brought you out from the land of 

Egypt, from the house of slavery.  (Ex. 20:2) 

 

Before Israel ever stood at Sinai to hear the Covenant, they knew Him as Deliverer.  The brick 

kilns of Egypt were their reality — backs bent under forced labor; lives crushed beneath the will 

of a tyrant. Into that darkness, ‘Abba’s arm reached, and the greatest empire on earth crumbled 

like clay before Him. 

 

He broke the pride of Pharaoh with signs and wonders. He split the sea with the breath of His 

nostrils. He led His people through walls of water on dry ground, while their pursuers drowned in 

the very path meant to destroy them. 

 

This was not rescue from inconvenience — it was salvation from annihilation. And it was personal.  

 

“I am YHWH your Elohim…” He was not simply freeing a mass of people; He was claiming them 

as His own. 

 

✧ ✦ “When chains weigh heavy, remember — I break them.  When the oppressor rises, 

remember — I overthrow him. I am your Deliverer.” ✧ ✦ 
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Gem 2 — Keeper of Promises (Yellow Citrine) 

Color: Warm golden yellow — the hue of sunrise after a long night. 

Symbolism: Steadfastness, faithfulness, and the fulfillment of hope. In the ancient 

world, golden stones were seen as treasures of the sun, symbols of enduring reliability and life-

giving warmth. 

 

Know therefore that YHWH your Elohim — He is the Elohim, the 

faithful El, keeping the Covenant and the lovingkindness to a 

thousand generations with those who love Him and guard His 

Commandments.  (Deut. 7:9) 

 

Long before the plagues of Egypt, before the parting of the sea, before a nation was born, there 

was a promise — spoken to a man who wandered out from Ur with no map and no heir. 

 

I will make you into a great nation… and in you all the families of 

the earth will be blessed.  (Gen. 12:2-3). 

 

Through centuries of waiting, through barrenness and exile, through rebellion and repentance, He 

has kept every word. His promises are not tentative offers — they are Covenants sealed with His 

own Name. 

 

When Israel stood in the land sworn to their fathers, they were not there by chance or conquest 

alone — they were standing in the proof that YHWH does not forget.  And still today, the same 

voice calls across time: “I will do what I have said.” 

 

✧ ✦ “Not one word of Mine will fall to the ground. The oaths I swore to your fathers, 

I will keep to your children — for I am faithful.” ✧ ✦ 

 

 

Gem 3 — Defender of His Name (Onyx) 

Color: Deep black with bands of white — a striking contrast of purity and strength. 

Symbolism: Justice, steadfastness, and the unshakable defense of honor. In the 

ancient world, onyx was valued for its layered beauty, symbolizing truth that endures 

scrutiny from every angle. 

 

It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, that I am about to act, but 

for the sake of My holy Name, which you have profaned among the 

nations where you went.  (Ezek. 36:22) 
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In a world where nations forge their own gods and kings carve their own glory, there stands One 

who will not let His Name be dragged into the mud. Israel’s disobedience had made His Name a 

byword among the nations — yet He declares that He will restore them, not because they have 

earned it, but because His Name must be vindicated. 

 

This is more than pride. In Hebrew thought, a name is not a label — it is the very essence of one’s 

character and reputation. To defend His Name is to defend the truth of who He is before all creation. 

 

When He acts for His Name’s sake, it is both judgment and mercy. Judgment to silence the slander 

of the nations. Mercy to prove, once again, that He is who He says He is. 

 

✧ ✦ “I will not let My Name be mocked. I will rise, I will act, 

and everyone will know that I am YHWH.” ✧ ✦ 

 

 

Gem 4 — Preserver of a Remnant (Peridot) 

Color: Olive green with a golden undertone — the color of living leaves that remain 

after the storm. 

Symbolism: Preservation, endurance, and life sustained through trial. In the ancient 

world, green stones often symbolized continual renewal and the mercy that follows judgment. 

 

Unless YHWH of hosts had left to us a small remnant, we would have 

been like Sodom, we would have become like Gomorrah.  (Is. 1:9) 

 

Again and again, Israel’s rebellion called for judgment — yet again and again, ‘Abba’ spared a 

remnant. Not because they were stronger, wiser, or more deserving, but because His Covenant 

mercy refused to let the flame be extinguished. 

 

The remnant is proof that His promises will not be erased by human failure. They are the seed 

from which restoration grows, the living witnesses to the fact that YHWH disciplines but does not 

destroy His people. 

 

In every age, the remnant has been a thread of hope: Noah’s family in the flood, the faithful few 

in Elijah’s day, the exiles who returned to rebuild Jerusalem’s walls. Without them, history would 

have ended in ruin — but through them, the line of the Covenant has endured. 

 

✧ ✦ “Though the tree be cut down, the root will live. I will keep 

a people for Myself, and through them My purposes will stand.” ✧ ✦ 
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Gem 5 — Restorer of the Repentant (Rose Quartz) 

Color: Soft, translucent pink — the color of tender mercy and reconciliation. 

Symbolism: Compassion, forgiveness, and the renewal of broken relationships. In 

ancient lore, pale stones of this hue symbolized love that mends and peace that 

follows conflict. 

 

Return to Me, and I will return to you, says YHWH of hosts.   

(Mal. 3:7) 

 

Judgment may strike; discipline may cut deep — but ‘Abba’ is never finished with those who turn 

back to Him. The same voice that roars in justice will bend low to whisper words of mercy when 

a heart humbles itself. 

 

Restoration is not mere pardon. It is the rebuilding of what was torn down, the replanting of what 

was uprooted. For Israel, this meant not only returning from exile but also regaining the nearness 

of His presence, the joy of His favor, and the beauty of His Covenant. 

 

The pattern is eternal: rebellion, consequence, repentance, restoration. It is the cycle of a God who 

refuses to let sin have the last word. 

 

✧ ✦ “No matter how far you have wandered, the road home is not closed. 

Return — and you will find Me running to meet you.” ✧ ✦ 

 

 

Gem 6 — Judge of the Covenant Breakers (Obsidian) 

Color: Deep volcanic black — the color of cooled fire, hiding heat within. 

Symbolism: Justice, truth, and the cutting away of what is corrupt. In the ancient 

world, obsidian was used for blades — sharp, precise, and uncompromising. 

 

I will bring you into the bond of the Covenant; I will purge from you 

the rebels and those who transgress against Me.  (Ezek. 20:37–38) 

 

Covenant is not a contract to be bent at will — it is a binding pledge sealed by the Name of YHWH. 

To break it is not merely to offend; it is to betray the very relationship upon which life depends. 
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Judgment is not His first desire, but it is His unflinching response when rebellion hardens. The 

Judge of all the earth does right — separating the faithful from the false, the loyal from the 

treacherous. 

 

This purging is an act of justice and mercy combined. It removes corruption so that what remains 

can be pure. Without it, the Covenant would be diluted, the community defiled, and His Name 

dishonored. 

 

✧ ✦ “I will not allow rebellion to dwell in My house. I will 

cleanse what is Mine, that it may shine in holiness again.” ✧ ✦ 

 

 

Gem 7 — Builder of the Future Kingdom (Blue Lapis Lazuli) 

Color: Deep royal blue flecked with gold — like the night sky crowned with stars. 

Symbolism: Heavenly authority, eternal rule, and divine design. In the ancient world, 

lapis lazuli was treasured for its celestial beauty and was often associated with 

kingship, the divine throne, and visions of heaven. 

 

I will set up over them one shepherd… and he will feed them and be 

their shepherd. And I, YHWH, will be their ‘Elohiym… I, YHWH, 

have spoken.  (Ezek. 34:23–24) 

 

The Covenant story does not end with survival. It moves toward a kingdom where justice and 

righteousness dwell, where peace is not a fragile truce but a permanent reality. 

 

‘Abba’ is not merely preserving His people — He is shaping them for a future in which His rule is 

visible in every corner of creation. Every act in history, every deliverance, every judgment, every 

restoration is a stone laid in the foundation of that kingdom. 

 

The Shepherd-King will lead, the people will walk in His ways, and the earth will finally rest under 

His reign. This is not wishful hope — it is a certainty grounded in the unbreakable word of YHWH. 

 

✧ ✦ “I am building what no hand can topple. Be faithful now,  

for you are living stones in the walls of My Kingdom.” ✧ ✦ 
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GATE 8: WHERE IS THE GLORY TODAY? (LAMENTATION) 

 

There was a time when fire fell from heaven, when the earth trembled at His voice, when the cloud 

of His Presence filled the courts so thick that even priests could not stand to minister. There was a 

time when the kavod of YHWH was not a story we told — it was the air we breathed. 

 

But today… Where is that Glory? 

 

We have fine buildings but no cloud. We have multiplied teachers but no trembling. We have 

crafted worship with lights and sound, but the fire on the altar is gone. The Shekhinah has 

withdrawn, and the world — though it does not know it — is groping in the dark. 

 

This is the heartbreak of exile. Not just the scattering of a people, but the departure of the Presence. 

And if the loss does not make us weep, then perhaps we have forgotten what we once had. 

 

Yet if we would understand the wound, we must name it. It is not just that the world grows darker, 

or that men grow colder — it is that the One who once walked openly among His people has 

withdrawn His visible Presence. We remember the pillars of cloud and fire, the glory filling the 

Tent, the smoke filling Solomon’s Temple — and we know we no longer see these things. 

 

The Absence of the Kavod — The Lament of the Righteous 

 

I remember. 

 

I remember the Garden — not from the stories the elders tell in hushed voices, but because I walked 

there. 

I remember the light. 

Not sunlight — light that breathed. Light that wrapped itself around me like a warm cloak. It was 

not the light of creation; it was the light of the Creator Himself. It was Him. 

 

We walked together in the cool of the day. No separation. No shame. No searching for the right 

words. My heart spoke, and He answered, and we understood each other without the clumsy 

reaching of language. 

I had no fear of His gaze then. His eyes were fire, but that fire warmed me — it did not burn. 

 

But then… the sound of the serpent’s whisper. The taste of what was forbidden. The shattering 

crack of trust broken. 

And suddenly the light became terrifying. His voice — the same voice that once thrilled my heart 

— now sent me running to hide. I knew in that moment something unspeakable had happened. 

The kavod was still there… but not for me. 
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When the decree came — the flaming sword, the barred way back — I felt the first cold wind of a 

world without Him near. 

I can still hear the sound of my own weeping as I walked away from the place where He had 

walked with me. 

And I knew… we would never be the same. 

 

Generations passed. We learned to live without the kavod. 

We built cities, fought wars, sang songs. But there was an emptiness that nothing filled. It gnawed 

at us in the quiet moments — that knowing — He is not here like He was. 

 

Then, for a season, He came close again. 

In the Tent of Meeting, I saw the cloud descend. I heard the crackle of fire over the altar. I watched 

priests fall on their faces because they could not stand under the weight of His Presence. And my 

heart leapt — He’s back! 

But even then… even then, the people’s hearts wandered. 

 

Solomon built the Temple — oh, the day of its dedication! The kavod came like a flood of light, 

filling every stone, every corner, until no man could minister. My soul drank it in like rain after 

drought. 

But we squandered it again. We turned from Him to carved wood and molded gold. 

And one day, I saw Ezekiel’s vision come true: the glory lifting, moving away, leaving the Temple 

behind. 

I could not breathe. I could not move. I wanted to throw myself into the path of the departing 

Presence and beg Him not to go. 

 

But He went. 

 

And now… 

Now I walk among the sanctuaries of men. They are grand, ornate, filled with sound and motion. 

But the air is thin here. The flame on the altar is kindled by human hands. The words are rehearsed; 

the prayers are polished — but Heaven is silent. 

 

Do you not feel it? 

The emptiness? 

This is not a minor loss. This is the absence of the very thing that made us His people. Without His 

kavod, we are just another people, with just another religion. 

 

My spirit aches with a pain too deep for words. I cry out in the night, “Where is the Glory?” — 

but my cry is drowned out by the noise of a world too distracted to care.  The Presence has been 

gone so long that our children do not even know to look for it. The elders speak of it rarely, because 

the memories hurt. 
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But I… I cannot forget. 

And I will not stop weeping until the day the cloud returns, the fire falls, and the kavod once more 

fills the earth. 

 

✧ ✦ “Once you knew My nearness by sight… now you must seek Me by repentance.” ✦ ✧ 

 

We Name the Second Wound the Heartbreak of Exile. 

The Heartbreak of Exile — The Lament of the Righteous 

 

I remember Jerusalem. 

 

I remember her streets filled with the songs of the feasts, the air thick with the scent of offerings 

rising from the altar. Pilgrims from the ends of the land pouring in through the gates, faces lit with 

the joy of being near His house. The city pulsed with life because His Presence was here.  The 

kavod made the stones themselves seem alive. 

 

But then… the day came when the songs turned to screams. 

 

I saw the enemy at the gates — their banners blotting out the horizon like a storm coming in too 

fast to outrun. The watchmen cried out, but no help came. We had forsaken Him long before the 

siege began, and now He had given us over to what we had chosen. 

 

The walls fell. The soldiers flooded in like a river of iron. I saw mothers clutch their children, 

fathers cut down in the streets. The smoke from the burning houses mingled with the black column 

rising from the Temple itself. 

 

And I… I saw the worst of it. 

Not with my physical eyes, but with the eyes of my spirit. The kavod… leaving. 

 

It did not flee in panic; it rose in grief. Like a father walking away from a home that no longer 

welcomes him. The cloud lifted from between the cherubim, moved to the threshold, lingered as 

if waiting for one last cry of repentance… but none came. Then it went out the east gate and was 

gone. 

 

I felt something in me shatter. 

Not just because we lost the city. Not just because we lost the land. 

But because we lost Him. 

 

And then the exile began. 
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I walked chained among my people as they led us away. I could taste the dust of the road in my 

mouth, hear the jeers of our captors. We passed by rivers and strange gods, and in the still of the 

night, I could feel the absence — like a hollow in my chest where my heart used to be. 

 

We hung our harps on the willows because we could not sing. How could we? What song can you 

sing when the One you sang for is gone? 

 

Years passed in that foreign land. Children were born who had never seen the Temple, never heard 

the priests bless the people in His Name, never felt the shadow of the kavod pass over them. 

They did not know what they were missing. 

That was the worst of it — the forgetting. 

 

I did not forget. 

I could still see the streets, the altar, the smoke of the offerings rising to Heaven. 

And I could still see the moment the kavod left. 

That memory is my wound, and it will not heal until He returns to dwell among us again. 

 

✧ ✦ “The land is far, but I am farther from your hearts.” ✦ ✧ 

 

We Name the Third Wound Idolatry and Forgetfulness. 

Idolatry and Forgetfulness — The Lament of the Righteous 

 

When the kavod left, there was an emptiness — a hollow place where His nearness had once dwelt.  

That emptiness was unbearable. 

And so… we filled it. 

 

At first, it was with memories. 

We told the stories of His wonders, the mighty hand that brought us out of Egypt, the fire on Sinai, 

the glory that filled the Temple so thick the priests could not stand. We recited them around the 

fires at night in exile, trying to keep the embers alive. 

 

But stories alone cannot replace His Presence. 

And over time, even the stories faded. 

 

In their place, other things crept in — quietly at first, then boldly. The idols of the nations began 

to speak our language. The customs of the land became our customs. Their feasts became our 

feasts. We laughed at their jokes, danced to their songs, swore by their gods — and told ourselves 

it was harmless. 

 

I watched it happen like rot under the surface of the wood. 

At first, a small thing. 
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Then, one day, the very place where His Name was once spoken became a place where strange 

names were lifted up. Where the altar once bore the smoke of pure offerings, now there were the 

clanging of alien rituals and the stench of sacrifices He never commanded. 

 

The worst of it? 

The people no longer noticed. 

 

Children grew up knowing only the names of the idols. Men taught their sons to bow before what 

their fathers once smashed in righteous fury. Women wove garments for the queen of heaven and 

thought themselves devout. 

 

I cried out in the streets, but few listened. Some called me bitter, others said I was living in the 

past. They told me the kavod had been gone so long that we must learn to live without it. 

But I knew — living without it is not living at all. 

 

I walked among them like a stranger in my own people. 

Everywhere I turned, there were shrines to the works of men’s hands, and the memory of the true 

God was fading into a shadow. 

 

I would have torn down every idol with my bare hands if I could, but I knew the deeper problem 

was not the wood or the stone — it was the heart. 

Our hearts had become the true idols, devoted not to Him but to self, to comfort, to belonging 

among the nations. 

 

And so, the kavod stayed away. 

For what fellowship has light with darkness? 

 

✧ ✦ “You filled the space where I dwelt — but not with Me.” ✦ ✧ 

 

And We Name the Fourth Wound the Cry for His Return. 

 

I remember. 

Even if the world has forgotten, I remember. 

 

I remember the day the kavod came down like fire in Solomon’s Temple, and the air itself bent 

under the weight of His presence.  I remember the hush that fell over the assembly — not because 

a man commanded silence, but because the nearness of the Almighty stole the very breath from 

our lungs. 

 

I remember the Garden before the exile — the sound of His footsteps in the cool of the day, the 

way the air seemed to shimmer with life because He was near. 
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No shadow, no fear, no shame. Only Him. 

 

But now… now I walk through streets that do not know His Name. 

I stand in houses once built for His honor, and they are cold, echoing shells. There is no cloud, no 

fire, no voice. Only dust. Only memory. 

 

Some say I am foolish to hope for what is gone. 

They say the kavod was for another time, another people. 

They tell me to move on. 

 

But I cannot. 

I will not. 

 

For I have tasted the nearness of the Living God, and nothing else will do. 

It is not enough to speak of Him — I must behold Him. 

It is not enough to know His deeds — I must hear His voice again. 

 

So, I cry. 

I cry when others sleep. 

I cry when they laugh, when they feast, when they bow to the works of their own hands. I cry until 

my throat is raw, until my tears run dry, until the ache in my chest is too heavy to bear. 

 

I cry for the people who have never seen His glory, who do not even know what they are missing. 

I cry for the children who think idols are normal and holiness is strange. 

I cry for the land that was once fragrant with His presence but now lies desolate and trampled. 

 

O ‘Abba’, return to us! 

Let Your kavod come again — not for the sake of our comfort, but for the honor of Your Name! 

Let the nations tremble as in days of old, not at the might of our armies, but at the majesty of Your 

presence! 

 

I am weary, but I will not stop crying. 

I will not stop remembering. 

For the day will come when the kavod will blaze brighter than before, and all who have wept will 

be comforted. 

 

Until then… I cry. 

And I wait. 

 

✧ ✦ “I have heard your cry… and I will return.” ✦ ✧ 
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Here we stand, in the shadowed courts of history, holding the fragments of once what was. We 

mourn not as those without hope, but as those who know exactly what has been lost — and Who 

alone can restore it. 

 

Gate 9 — How Do I Get That for Myself? 

Restoration & Invitation 

 

I have cried until my voice cracked and my eyes burned. 

I have mourned the absence of His kavod until my chest felt hollow. 

 

But now — even in my mourning — I hear something. 

A whisper, deep and steady, as if it has been there all along: 

 

"Return to Me." 

 

It is not the voice of a stranger. 

It is the voice that walked with me in the cool of the day. 

The voice that thundered at Sinai. 

The voice that filled the Temple like fire and cloud. 

 

It calls not from far away, but from just beyond the veil of my forgetfulness. 

It is the voice of the Covenant-keeper, still faithful even when I have not been. 

 

Teshuvah: The Covenant Re-Entry 

Teshuvah is not a sigh of regret. It is not a muttered “I’m sorry” while I go on my way. 

Teshuvah is turning — body, mind, and soul — back toward the One I left. 

 

It is leaving the path of my own making, no matter how costly the return road may be. 

It is walking into the courtroom of the King and saying, “You were right, and I was wrong.” 

It is taking His hand and letting Him lead me back to the place where we can meet again — not on 

my terms, but on His. 

 

Preparing the Dwelling Place 

If I want the kavod to return, I cannot remain as I am. 

The inner court of my heart must be cleansed. The idols must be thrown down — not stored for 

later, not moved to a hidden shelf, but shattered and gone. 

 

The lamp of obedience must be lit again, its oil pure, its flame unwavering. 

The altar of my life must be rebuilt stone by stone with prayer, trust, and faithfulness. 

 

And it is not only I who must prepare. 
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The people of His Name must gather again, shoulder to shoulder, to make ready a place where His 

presence is welcome — where compromise is unwelcome and holiness is the air we breathe. 

 

The Final Vision 

I can see it, even now. 

The veil lifting. 

The cloud filling the assembly once more. 

Faces falling to the ground in awe, tears streaming, hearts burning like kindled coals. 

 

And there — in the center of it all — not a throne of man, not the banner of any nation, but the 

kavod of the Living God, brighter than the sun, weightier than the mountains. 

 

I am no longer only one who remembers. 

I am one who has returned. 

And I am standing in the presence I have longed for all my days. 

 

"This is your God," my heart cries, "and there is no other!" 

 

And I know — I will never leave again. 

 

✧ ✦ “Return to Me, and I will return to you.” ✦ ✧ 

 

 

Questions to Ponder — and Answers to Confront 

 

What must be torn down in your life before His kavod can rest upon you? 

 

Answer: Every altar I built to my own comfort, pride, and control must fall. The towers I erected 

to impress men must crumble. The hidden rooms where I stored sin “for later” must be burned to 

the ground. 

 

Have you mistaken religious activity for covenant faithfulness? 

 

Answer: Yes. I sang loud but did not listen. I gave money but withheld my obedience. I attended 

gatherings but kept my heart far from Him. I called my busyness “devotion,” but it was a substitute 

for true surrender. 

 

When was the last time you felt His nearness so strongly that your heart burned within you? 

 

Answer: Too long ago. And the ache of that absence shames me. I once knew the fire — now I 

have settled for the flicker. I have allowed the embers to cool instead of fanning them into flame. 
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What hidden idols still stand in the quiet places of your heart? 

 

Answer: The idol of my own will. The idol of being seen as “good” by others. The idol of security 

and control. I can name them, but naming is not enough — they must be destroyed, ground to dust, 

and thrown into the wind. 

 

If His glory returned today, would you be ready to stand in it — or would you shrink back? 

 

Answer: I fear I would tremble and hide, for I am not yet fully clothed in the garments of covenant 

purity. I would need to fall on my face in repentance before I could look up and see His radiance 

without shame. 

 

Call to Action 

The day will come when the sky will not be silent. The kavod will not be a memory whispered 

among the faithful, but a weight that bends the knees of all flesh. Those who have prepared will 

rise in awe, their faces radiant with the light they have longed for. Those who would not yield will 

flee from the brightness they cannot bear. This is not a distant hope — it is the promised end of the 

Ancient Path, and the call has already gone out. Walk it now. Return. Be found ready. And when 

the Glory descends again, let it find you standing in the place where Heaven and earth meet — the 

dwelling place of YHWH. 

 

Epilogue — The Voice of the One You Were Made to Know 

 

I have known you from the first breath you ever drew. 

Before your heart learned its first beat, I formed you — every thought, every gift, every purpose. 

I have watched your days from afar and near, waiting for the moment you would look for Me 

again. 

 

I have heard your laughter, and I have counted your tears. 

Not one has fallen without My seeing it. 

I have been your shelter in storms you never knew I shielded you from. 

And in the moments when you felt most alone, I was nearer than your own breath. 

 

I have given you My Word, not to bind you, but to free you. 

I have called you to walk in My ways, not to burden you, but to bring you into life abundant and 

whole. 

I have sent whispers in the night and placed reminders in your path, 

hoping you would recognize My hand and remember that you are Mine. 

 

Yet still… I wait. 
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I wait for you to stop running. 

I wait for you to let go of the voices that lied about who I am. 

I wait for you to see Me as I truly am — not the god of men’s traditions, not the one who 

changes with the winds of religion, 

but YHWH — unchanging, faithful, slow to anger, abounding in love and truth. 

 

My heart longs for you to return. 

I desire to cover you with My peace, to speak into your weariness, to walk with you in the quiet 

and in the storm. 

I will not force you, but My arms are open. 

Come to Me, and I will forgive. Come to Me, and I will heal. 

Come to Me, and I will restore what was lost. 

 

For I am your Abba. 

The One who made you. 

The One who loves you without end. 

The One who will never leave you — if only you will be Mine again. 

 

“If you have heard Him speak to you in this dialogue then please  

do not turn away. Reach out, and let’s walk this road together.” 

 


